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FT dispose of some ariicles in type, the present | 
number has been made to consist of :went, pages—and 
we have matter enough yet lying-over to muke 40 more. 

The cenenat tnpex is in progress, and will be 
published early in the spring. A confidence is 
felt that it will meet the wishes and expectations 
of the friends of the Werexty Reatstex; and, that 
by it, immediate reference may be to any article in 
the twelve volumes now published. Additional 
subscriptions are solicited, as not many copies 
more than are engaged wiil be printed. 

The prospect respecting the volume of rEvVoLv- 
TIONARY SPEECHES, &c. is not so flattering. Many 
contributions expected for it have not been receiv- 
ed, and the editor is yet undetermined on the 
course he shall take respecting it. A little more 
time may designate that course—but, in any event, 
the valuable articles collected shall not be lost. 

Connecticut. A Mr. Converse, who publishes 
@ newspaper at New-Haven, has affected to laugh 
at my “ignorance” for having said that there “had 
been an established church in Connecticut”—but he 
kindly excuses it, because I am “living in Balti 
inore.” The editor of the New-Haven /erald has 
politely interfered, and demonstrated that either 
the said Mr. Converse or myself have spoken fool- 
ishly,—by publishing the following extract from 
the laws of that state: 

“This assembly do declare their great approba- 
tion of such a happy agreement, [to wit, the Say- 
brook Platform,] and do orduin that al/ the Chris- 
tian churches within this government, that are or 
shall be thus united in pocTRINE, wonsutP, and DiIs- 
cipLing, be, and for the future shall be, owned and 
acknowledged as ESTABLISHED By Law.” Vide 
Stat. ed. of 1750, p. 169. 

Manvuractunes. The editor of the Reeisrer 
was favored with and has atlentively read, a pamph- 
let addressed to the president of the United 
States, by John Mellish, on “the necessity of protect 
ing and encouraging the man” fuctures of the United 
States.’ It is an interesting little work, and, so 
far as we are judges of what is true politcal econo- 


my, avery excellent one. Its ieading principle is|P 


bottomed on what must forever constitute the 
wealth ofa nation—which is, the profitable employ- 
ment of ite population; and he also clearly sews us 
that we cannot long continue to pay the present hea 
vy difference between the value of our exports and 
imports, in favor of Great Britain. There is nothing 
new in those positions; but Mr. Mellish’s elucida- 
tions of the facts appertaining to them are pleasing, 
and it is impossible that they should be too. often 
enforced until we have agreed to act upon them 
as we ought to do. We shall probab!y interweave 
some extracts from this pamphlet in the remarks 
that we had in a state of preparation on the same 
subject before we received it, and which we de 
signed to publish under a hope that congress 
would not rise without doing something to ensure 
a Sufficient protection to our mauufsctures. Much 
has been done, many miliions have been spent for 
commerce—and we are content to say it is well: but 
manufactures, many times more important, have 
been suffered to struggle for themselves; the du- 
ties upon foreign goods having been levied for the 





only purpose of raising a revenue. 
Vou. XUL——24, 





James Otis. 


The editor of the Werxty Reersten, and the pub- 
lic, is much indebted to President Anams for the 
following sketches of the character and services 
of that distinguished patriot James Or1s—a name 
dear to the history of American freedom. Mr. 
Otis lived to see the independence of his coun- 
try established, but not to enjoy it. The wounds 
he received in the “assassination” mentioned by 
Mr. Adams, were not mortal, but they destroved 
his reason, and he lived several years after— 
‘a great man in ruins.”” In a lucid interval he 
is said to have forgiven his assassins, and to have 
relinquished the sum of 1.5000 sterling which the 
chief of the gang was adjudged to pay for the 
injury done to him. [Epitron. 

Ourncy, January 14, 1818. 

Mr. Nites—tin a former letter I hazarded 
an opinion that the true history of the Ameri- 
can revolution could not be recovered. I had 
many reasons for that apprehension; one of 
which I will attempt to explain. 

Of the determination of the British cabinet 
to assert and maintain the sovereign authority 
of parliament over the colonies, in all cases of 
taxation and internal policy, the first demon- 
stration which arrived in America was an ox- 
DER IN CoUNCIL to the officers of the customs 
in Massachusetts Bay, to carry into execution 
THE ACTS OF TRADE, and to apply to the su- 
preme judicature of the province for writs oF 
ASSISTANTS, to authorise them to break and enter 
all houses, cellars, stores, shops, ships, bales, 
casks. &c. to search and seize all goods, wares 
and merchandizes, on which the taxes imposed 
by those acts had not been paid. 

Mr. Cockle, of Salem, a deputy under Mr. 
Paxton, of Boston, the collector of the customs, 
etitioned the superior court in Salem in Noy. 
1760, for such a writ. ‘The court doubted its 
constitutionality and consequently its legality: 
but, as the king’s order ought to be considered, 
they ordered the question to be argued before 
them, by counsel, at the next February term, 
in Boston. 

‘The community was greatly alarmed. ‘The 
merchants of Salem att of Boston applied to 
Mr. Otis to defend them and their country 
against that formidable instrument of arbitrary 
power. ‘They tendered him rich fees—he en- 
gaged in, their cause, but would accept no fees. 

James Oris, of Boston, sprung frem families 
among the earliest of the planters of the colo- 
nies, and the most respectable in rank, while 
the word rank and the idea annexed to it were 
tolerated in America. He wasa gentleman of 


general science and extensive literature. He 


had been an indefatigable student during the 
whole course of his education in college ant 
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at the bar. He was well versed inGreek and = Although Mr. Otis had never before inter- 
Roman history, philosophy, oratory,poetry and; fered in public affairs, his exertions, on this 
inythology. His classical studies had been un-|single occasion, secured him a commanding 
suallyardent,and his acquisitions uncommonly | popularity with the friends of their country, 
great. He had composed a treatise on Latin |and the terror and vengeance of her enemies; 
prosody, which he lent to me, and 1 urged him | neither of which ever deserted him. 

fo print. Heconsented. {tisextantand may| At the next election, in May, 1761, he was 
speak for tisclf. It has been lately reviewed in | elected, by a vast majority, a representative in 
the Antholozy by one of our best scholars, at a the legislature, of the town of Soston, and con- 
mature ageand ina respectablestation. He had tinued to be so elected annually for nine years. 
aiso composed, with equalskill and great labor, Here, at the head of the country interest, he 
a treatise on Greek prosody. This he also lent conducted her cause with a fortitude. pru- 
me, and, by hisindulgence, [had it in my pos-\dence, ability and perseverance which has 
session six months. When I returned it [beg-) never been exceeded in America, at every 
ged him to print it. Hesaid there were no Greek | sacrifice of health, pleasure, profit and reputa- 
types inthe country, or, if there were, there |tion, and against all the powers of government, 
Was a0 printer who knew how to use them. He ‘and all the talents, learning, wit, scurrility 
was a passionate admirer of the Greek poets, |and insolence of its prosti‘utes. 

especially of Homer; and he said it was in vain Hampden was shot in open field of battle. 
to attempt to read the poets in any language Otis was basely assassinated in a coffee-house, 
without being master of their prosody. ‘This!in the night, by a well-dressed banditti, with a 
classic scholar was also a great master of the |commissioner of the customs at their head. 
laws of nature and nations. He had read Puf-| During the period of nine years that Mr. 
fendorph, Grotius, Barbeyrac, !ulamaqui, Vat- | Oris was at the head of the cause of his coun- 
tel, Heinecciuss and, in the civil law, Domal, ‘try, he held correspondences with gentlemen 
Justinian, and, upon occasions, consulted the jin England, Scotland and various colonies in 
corpus juris at large. It wasa maxim, which! America: He must have written and received 
he ineulcated on his pupils, as his patron in the | many !ette’s, collected many pamphlets, and, 
profession, Mr. Gridley, had done before him, | probably, composed manuscripts, which might 
“that A LAWYER OUGHT NEVER TO BE WITHOUT have illustrated the rising dawn of the revolu- 











A VOLUME OF NATURAL OR PUBLIC LAW, OR MO- 
RAL PHILOSOPHY, ON HIS TABLE OR IN HIS POC- 
KET.” In the history, the common law and 
statute laws of England, he had no superior, at 
ieast in Boston. 

Thus qualified to resist the system of usur- 
pation and despotism meditated by the British 
ministry, under the auspices of the earl of 
Hate, Mr. Otis resigned his commission from 
the crown, as advocate general, an office very 
lucrative at that time, and a sure road to the 
highest favors of government in America, and 
engaged in the cause of his country without 
fee or reward, His argument, speech, dis- 
course, oration, harangue—call it by which 
hame you will, was the mostimpressive upon his 
crowded audience of any thatI ever heard 
before or since, excepting only many speeches 
by himself in Phanuil Hall and in the House 
of Representatives, which he made, from time 
to time, for ten years afterwards. ‘here were 
no stenographers In those days. Speeches were 
not printed, and all that was not remembered, 


like the harangues of Indian orators, was lost| 


in air. Who, at the distance of fifty-seven 


years, would attempt, upon memory, to give! 


even a sketch of it. 


tion. 
| After my return from Europe, I asked his 
‘daughter whether she had found among her 
father’s manuscripts, a treatise on Greek pro- 
sody? With hands and eyes uplifted, in a pa- 
iroxysm of grief, she cried, “Oh! sir, L have not 
‘a line from my father’s pen. Ihave not even 
‘his name in his own hand writing.” *° hen 
ishe was alittle calmed, [ asked her, ** Who has 
‘his papers? Where are they?” She answered, 
‘They are no more. In one of those were? 
‘dispositions of mind, which distressed him 
“after his great misfortune, and a little before 
“his death, he collected all his papers and 
“ pamphlets and committed them to the flames 
‘He was several days employed in it.” 

I cannot enlarge. I submit this hint to your 
reflections. Knclosed is a morsel of verse, 
written soon after Mr. Otis’s death, by a very 
young gentleman who is now one of our ex- 
cellent magistrates. If you do not think fit to 
print this letter and that verse, | pray you to 
return thein to JOHN ADAMS. 


On the death of James Oris, killed by lightning, az 
Andover, soon after the peace of 1783, written at 
the time. 








Some of the heads are| when Aush’é with conquest and elate with pride, 


remembered, out of which Livy or Sallust! Britannia’s monarch Heaven's hich will defy’d; 
would not scruple to compose an oration for| And, bent on blood, by lust ef rule inclin’d, 


history. 


I shall not essay an analysis or a With odious chains to vex the free-born mind; 


sketch of it, at present. I shall only say, and | Cn these young shores set up unjust command, 


I do say in the most solemn manner, that Mr. 


And spread the slaves of ofiee round the land; 
Then Oris rose, and, great in patriot fame, 








Otis’s eration, against writs of assistance,| To list’nine crowds resistance dared proclaim. 


reathed into this nation the breath of life. 


‘ 
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From soul to soul the bright idea ran, 

The fire of freedom flew from man to man; 

His pen, like Sidney's, made the doctrine known, 
His tongue, like T'u/ly’s, shook a tyrant’s throne. 
Then men grew bold, and, in the public eye, 
Lhe right div'ne of monarchs dar’d to try; 

Light shone on all, despotic darkness fled— 
And for a senTimenT a nation bled. 

From men, hke Orts, tnnerpENDENCE grew; 
From such beginnings empire rose to view. 
Born for the world, his comprehensive mind 
Scann’d the wide politics of human kind: 


\attributing to it an offensive article about 
“Drawing Rooms;” while I have to regret that 
this is not the first time in which my secret 
pride has been humbled by a similar misappre- 
hension. And such mistakes are easily com- 
mitted, because another paper is published (at 
another place, however,) in which the form 
and manner uf the “Wrexiy Reoisrer”’ is 
peony i to be copied; probably, that it may 
pass for mine with the honest and unsuspect- 





Bless’d with a native strength and fire of thought, | '95- But of that paper, madam, Inever open- 


With Greek and Roman learning richly frought, 
Up to the fountain head he push’d his view, 
And from first principles his maxims drew. 
*Spite of the times, this truth he blazed abroad; 
**the people’s safeiy is the law of Gon.”* 

For this he suffered; hireling slaves combined 
To dress in shades the brightest of mankind. 
And see they come, a dark designing band, 
With Murder’s heart and Execution’s hand. 
Hold, villains! —Those polluted hands restrain; 
Nor that exalted head with blows profane! 

A nobler end awaits his patriot head; 

In other sort he’|l join the illustrious dead. 
Yes!—when the glorious work which he begun, 
Shail stand the mosi complete beneath the sun— 


‘ed or examined but one number, and do not ex- 
| pectever toexamine, much less to read another. 
'L see it only by accident, because it is refused 
an admittance into my office: nor is my curi- 
osity excited,about it, although [ am told that 
‘its ostensible editor, through a hireling pen,* 
‘has several times attempted to honor me with 
his abuse. I cannot see how I have deserved 
such marks of respect---seeing that I never 
have mentioned that editor or named his paper 
in this; and that t very seldom appear to be 
wholly sensible that such a thing as the one or 


the other exists at all. 





When peace shall come to crown the grand design,| I perfectly recollect to have observed some- 


iis eyes shall live to see the work divine— 

The Heavens shall then his generous spirit claim, 
“‘[In storms as loud as his immortal fame.”t 
Hark!—the deep thunders echo round the skies! 
On wings of flame the eternal errand flies. 

One chosen, charitable bolt is sped, 

And Oris mingles with the glorious dead. 





“The Drawing Rooms.” 
Quincy, Jan. 20th 1818. 


thing about “Drawing Rooms,” copied from 
it, (in another paper) and remember to have 
read three or four lines of the piece; when I 
discovered that its subject was not suited for 
my own taste or that of my male readers, and 
cast it behind me—I could not believe that the 
public was any way interested in the domestic | 
arrangements of the president’s wife. Hence 
did not know until now that it wasso rude as to 
wound the feelings of a lady---who, in every 





Mr. Niles---Upon taking up your Register |“ankand condition, is entitled to courtesy and 
the other day, a communication respecting | protection, but especially commanding itas the 
drawing rooms, attracted my attention. Your, Worthy consort of a venerable and illustrious 
correspondent must have been misinformed | patriot of the revolution, who has also filled the 
when he states, that there was any distinction |most honorable officein the giftof any people in 
of party made at the drawing room while I had |the world. And tf, madam. I could have com- 
the honor to preside there; any gentleman or mitted myself so far as to publish in my ““Regis- 





> 


lady, of either party, who chose to visit there, ter’’ a thing like that, please to believe that I 
were received with equal civility. And from would have been incapable of adding insult to 
your correspondent, 1 have now for the first)injury by intruding it upon you. P resident 
time learnt, that any person withdrew from po-| ADAMS receives my work only in volumes. 
litical motives. ‘The gentlemen ofboth houses| Not being decisively instructed, I have on! 
of congress received and accep‘ed the invita-|to hope that in publishing your letter I have 
tions of the president to dine with him, and|met your wishes on the subject---The record of 
but one of the whole number ever so far forgot|facts thereby made will much over-balance, 
the character of a gentleman, as to send anjand out-live the calumny. Nay, when that 


uncivil refusal. 
I am, sir, your humble servant, 
ABIGAIL ADAMS. 


Ss 


REPLY TO MRs. ADAMS, 


Mapam---itis with high respect that 1 have 
the honor to assure yon, you have mistaken 


caluamy is forgotten, it will stand in evidence 

of your impartially polite attentions to all that 

were pleased tu visit the “Drawing room wuile 

you had the honor to preside there.” 

~ With great respect, | have the honor to be 

yours, &c. H. NILES. 
Editor of the Weekly Revister. 








wizy “REGISTER” as well as its character, in any 





*T acquit the ostensible editor of writing any 
‘hing that sppears in his paper as original—because 


* Salus populi, was the motto of one of his esssys.| | know that he is nét competent to it—no matter 


*AValler, on the death of Cromwell. 


} what is its quality. 











































































































































































































3 Ok NILES REGIS TER—JANUARY 51, 1818S--BALTIMORE. 


eed o-— 








licpresentation of Baltimore. 
“He TRAT GIVES UP ESSENTIAL LIBERTY TO PORCHASE 
‘-PEMPORARY SAFETY, DESERVES N&ITHER LIBERTY 
‘Non SAFLTY.”’ 


it is not our practice to meddle much with 
local matte's. s:ut, although the following 
remarks specially apply to a peculiar case of 
hardship, they involve considerations interest- 
iay to every friend of freedom. 

The right of suffrage equally extended to 
the free citizens of a state, is the moving prin- 
ciple of a just administration of its concerns— 
the corner stone of the republican edifice, and 
only safe depository of power. It is a right 
tat cannot be euarded with too much jealousy 
it is aright that cannot be legally compro- 
mised or durtered away; because the execise 
of it is esseutial to the general welfare:—and 
any agreement that is not in accordance with 
a full enjoyment of it, ts, in justice and equity, 
nuiland vowd. 


A bill was introduced into the legislature of 


Maryland, two or three weeks since, to alter 
the coustitution so as to give to the city of 


Baltimore two additional members in the! 


house of delegates—say four in all. This bill 
has been rejected. Zan sincerely glad of it. 
i regret, however, that, when affecting to con- 
sider the merits of the bill, some “honorable 
gentlemen,” as they must be called, descended 
to the use of language about Baltimore that 
would have caused a Billingsgate-lady to 
blush for her deficiency of tongue!* It was to 
be hoped that a spirit of justice had super- 
seded the rage of party. 

Baltimore has two delegates in the general 
assembly of Maryland, ora fortieth part of the 
power of legislation in the popular branch of 
the government. From the limitted powers 
of the city corporation, and the daily manifes- 
tation of things required to be done for the 
convenience of a rapidly increasing population, 
it is almost impossible, if not absolutely so, that 
any two gentlemen can attend to all the local 
‘matters required of them in the legislature, as 
they ought to be attended to—many of which, 
of no importance whatsoever to the public at 
large, could and would be much better manag- 
ed at home, if there was an authority so to ma- 
nage them. ‘The business presented from Bal- 
timore: occupies, perhaps. one fourth of the 





— 


*If we have been abused we have also been de- 
fended—the following is an extract from a speech, 
delivered in the legislature of Maryland, by Mr. 
Avnnady, a farmer and delegate from Washington 
county:— 

‘*Mr. Speaker—there is no member of this house 
who as a more sincere regard for the prosperity 
of Baltimore than Ihave. That city, whose gallant 
defenders foiled British demonstrations, and prov- 
ed that, under the “star-spangled banner,” Ame- 
ricans musi conquer, has a strong hold on my affec- 
tions; nor do Ll ever approach that “thome of the 
brave,” without feeling sensations of delight and 

reverencé.” | 


See 


time of the legislature—the members become 
impatient with it: and, instead of striking at 
the root of the evil, which a strange jealousy 
against this city has planted, by liberally en- 





larging the powers of the corporation, they rail 


iat us, and heap upon us eve.y opprobrious 


epithet that presents itself—without reflecting, 
possibly being too ignorant to know, that Bal- 
timore is as the soul, or vital principle, of 
Mayland. Blot it from the map—“sink it in 
the basin,” as has been charitably wislied, and 
the value of the real property in the state would 
be instantly diminished fifty percent. It would 
be felt from the mountains of Alleghany county 
to the pine swamps of the Eastern shore.— 
There is no other market for the products of 
agriculture—no other depot tosupply its wants 
—no other resource in emergency. Baltimore 
city, at po contains about 65,000 inhabi- 
tants, of whom, I suppose, 57,000 are free 
‘white persons. What was asked? 10 give to 
57,000 freemen a power of legislation equal to 
4068 persons in Calvert; or 6289 in Alleghany; 
or 6794 in St. Mary’s; or 7201 in Kent; or 
7310 in Charles; or 7935 in Caroline, &c. &c. 
or 28,766 in Frederick, which is the most po- 
pulous county in the state! Let us see how 
many counties, having four members each, it 
will take to make up a population equal to Bal- 
'timore city, to which it was proposed to allow 


four meinbers: 











| Counties. Free persons Delegates. 

Calvert, : : 4,068 : ; 4 
Alleghany 6,289 4 

St. Mary’s : 6,794 ; 4 
Kent 7.201 4 
Charles 7,810 ; « 
Caroline : 7,933 4 
Talbot : ': 93352 : 4 
Montgomery : 10,408 4 
59,755 32 


The great favor was that Baltimore, havin 

more wealth, and nearly the free population of 
EIGHT counties, sending THIRTY-Two members 
to the legislature;—and with a greater popula- 
tion than ANY THREE counties in the state, 
should have the weight of one county! There 
was as much modesty in this request as there 
was of something else in the refusal to grant it. 
I should hke to hear upon what principle it 
was refused—it must have been for the old 
woman’s reason, “I won't, because—I won’t;”” 
or for that which governs monarchies wherein 
power is right, and the accident of birth con- 
fers peculiar privileges. This is apparent—for 
no other than a monarchist will have the hardi- 
hood te say that ene man in Calvert county 
ought to have the influence of twenty-eight 
men in ‘altimore city, which is the fact as the 
representation of the state stands at present. 
Nor can Calvert claim it for her wealth; we have 
many streets, and, perhaps, one or two lanes 
or alleys, either of which are worth more than 











the fee of the whole county. 
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~The whole population of Maryland in 1810, 
was 380,000—of which 103,000 were slaves. 
Except from Frederickand Washington coun- 
ties and one or two others, there is a constant 
emigration to the more fertile fields and more 
liberal governments of the west; and it is pro- 
bable that, by the census of 1820, it will be 
found that the half of the ifcrease of the state 
for 10 years, has centered in the small spot 
whereon is erected the city of Baltimore— 
which, in spite of its own misfortunes, and 
the malice of its enemies, foreign or domestic, 
in war and in peace, steadily marches to popu- 
lation and wealth—ranking as the third cit 
in the union, though only a scattered village 50 
yearsago. It now has a fifth part of the free 

epulation, a — of the wealth, and two- 
thirds of the floating capital of Maryland. — 
Upon every principle, therefore, it is entitled 
toa fifth part of the power of legislation—that 
is, sixteen members of the eighty which com- 
pose the house of delegates, and a proportion- 
ate inte est in the senate—and I would have 
this, which is our right—or nothing. | wouLp 
NOT BARGAIN WITH INIQuITy. Let the evil (if 
itis not honestly remedied) go on—it will ac- 
cumulate force in its progress, and in due time 
command redress. 

I have considered Baltimore as the soul of 
the state. What would the state be without 
it? Many parts of it would become a semi-de- 
sert, covered with scrubby oaks and dwarf 
pines, for the want of a market for its little 
surplus productions. During the war, the state 
wished to negociate a large loan—it would 
have been applied for in vain to the counties; 
but in the city it was negociated and fixed ina 
few hours. Andas, during the war, the state 
authorities did not fully and frankly take a 
part in the cause of the country, though both 
shores of the Chesapeake were conflagrated by 
the water-winnebagoes, a large amount of mo- 
ney expended ($295,912 61) yet remains un- 
settled at the treasury of the United States; 
some part of it, perhaps, has a character si- 
milar to that of the claims of Massachusetts, 
and will never be paid. Henee, there is a de- 
ficit in the annual revenue of the state, which 
it is proposed to supply by sales of the reserv- 
ed rights of the state to subscribe to the capi- 
tal stock of the banks in Baltimore—by a tax 
upon lotteries drawn in Battimore, by acom- 
mutation for duties or taxes upon auctions, 
&c.in BALTIMO:.K, to be paid by the city. 
Baltimore is the alpha and omega of the hopes 
of the legislature to relieve the state of its dif- 
ficulties; and for this we ave abused, and de- 
nied the natural right of representation accord- 
ing to our numbers. 

Without immediate reference to the present 


members of political parties, I think it may 
be ag:eed, that our general assembly posses- 
ses less talents and much less common seise 
than any other in the union—a few men annu- 





extension of Pratt street. At present we have on 
ly one leading street from east to west, which i> 
oftentimes dangerously crowded with waggons and 
other carriages. The opening of Pratt street, 
therefore, became on object of the utmost import- | 
ance, and the only question about it, one might 
have thought, ought to have been for the just com- 
pensation of those whose property was injured by 
the extension, (asno man can deny that such ex- | 
tension is demanded by the public good)-—but other 


Y | questions have been considered, which should have 


had no more influence on the subject than a dis- 
cussion about the preperties of dismonds as appli- 
cable to the building ot a wheelbarrow. 1 am jus- 
tified in saying this by the following extracts from 
the speech of Mr. Fonnxsrr, a “federal”? gentleman, 
and member of the house of delegates from Mont- 
gomery county, which is copied as it was printed 
in the “Federal Gazette” of Wednesday last. For 
such sentiments he was superciliously called ‘‘the 
third delegate from Baltimore.” 


“J bad hoped, Mr. Chairman, that gentlemen 
would have confined themselves to argument upon * 
the subject before the committee, and that no at- 
tempt would again have been made to hush the 
voice of justice in the storm of political passion; to 
sacrifice right at the shrine of political fury, and to 
drown the judgment ofa legislative body in asea of 
faction. I had hoped that gentlemen would not 
have suffered themselves to forget that they were 
addressing a deliberate body, whose decision was 
to be influenced by argument, and not by appeals 
to their political feelings and passions. -That 
they would have recollected the oath which they 
had taken 'o vote upon all questions without favor, 
affection, or resentment towards any man, or any 
section of the state— That he (Mr. F.) was deter. 
mined always so bear in mind the sacred obligation 
under which he acted, and that no consideration on 
earth should ever induce him to legislate upon 
party principles. That if he were to be governed 
by such unworthy feelings, he should not only de- 
serve to forfeit the good opinion of his constitu- 
ents, but would deserve to be drummed from the 
ranks of any party to which he might be attached.” 

Speaking of the city of Baltimore, he said “Sir, 
I admire the city of Baltimore; she is the pride and 
oriament of Maryland. I respect her people for 
many réasons; and, although I am not prepared to 
assert the fact that ‘she was the salvation of the 
state in the memorable year 1814, when the prond- 
est monuments of the arts were rudely destroyed 
by a public enemy, and during a period of despon- 
dency from which the country was awskened by 
the shouts of rejoicing for the repulse before Balti- 
more,” yet Iam not disposed to contest it, because 
I do not profess to be sufficiently acquainted with 
her military history. But, sir, if it be the fact, 
UPthe faithful page of history shall record it, and 
when the splendid edifice in which the assembled 
representatives of the freemen of Maryland this day 
hold their deliberations, shall be crumbled into 
dust, and you, and I, and all withia the sound of 
my voice, shall have descendec to the tomb, ¢t/e 





legislature of Maryland,t or any regard to the 





{The present legislature has passed an act of great 
importarice to the city of Baltimore. ‘t is for the 


a” 


conduct of the people of Baltimore «ut that etoch, will 
| be celebrated with enthusiasm by her postertty, and will 
‘ 


prope honor not only upon her citizens, but upper a’, 
the people of the state of Maryland.” , 
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ally save it from total condemnation. This is 
the necessary consequence of our rule of re- 
presentation; by which the people are often 
compelled tu take up individuals for legisla- 
tors that would be better employed in receiv- 
° & ‘ 

ingsthe rod of the pedagogue at school, than 
in saying aye and no on the passage of laws for 
the government of a state—young gentlemen, 
who ought to “retire to Jericho until their 
beard is grown,’ rather than assume the so- 
vereign powers of legislation; “lots of boys” 
whose knowledge of politics is limitted toa 
parrot-like repetition of a few ranting things 
tor electioneering meetings, and who have no 
more idea of political economy than an abori- 





ginal of our forests. Howcan it be otherwise, 
when, in some of the counties having only 5 or | 
600 voters | every free man is a voter if a citi-| 
zen of the state | eight persons must be put up 
by the opposite parties as fitted for legislators? 
Ina crewd, like the house of representatives 
of Massachusetts, sometimes consisting of 7 
or 800 members, many of those might do very, 
well, following the fugle-man; but our house of| 
delegates has unly eighty members, and every) 
vote init “tells.” Hence the greater necessi-| 


{ 


ty tor experience and virtue in the members| 





more were proposed to be allowed by an 
amendment to the constitution! “God mend 


me,” was a favorite saying of the celebrated 


Pope, who was very crooked and deformed— 
God mend you!” reiterated a link boy, sur- 
veying his uncouth figure—‘he had better 
make anew man.” Our constitution is a “most 
stupendous fabrick” of human folly and in- 
justice, and is not worth mending, Any 
amendment to it is like putting“new wine into 
old boitles”’—-and it has been so amended and 


amended that it takes a pretty smart lawyer to) 


tell what it is, and the sooner it is a ruin the 
better. 
delegates is constituted---the senate is formed 


upon more objectionable principles: itis chosen | 


by electors elected by the counties, (as in the 
case of delegates) for five years, with power 


' 
‘ 
‘ 


' 


generally, | 


The two additional delegates for Balti-| Pebruary, 1817. 3 








We have just shewn how the house of 


| the national grain. : 
‘are roused to a feeling sense of this fact; and: 


SS 


it succeeded, might have retarded. Better 
times are coining; reason will yet cule the peo- 
ple instead of party, and scll-evideut t-uth 
will be sokeianaad Let us press on the 
happy period; the quiet of our country is fitted 
for its introduction. The people are honest, 
and demagogues are daily At their influ- 
ence over them. 

In these remarks I disavow any party poli- 
tical considerations. Many of those calling 
themselves republicans are as censurable as 
others called federalists, in respect to the 
grievances complained of. I contend only for 
my rights as a man, desiring that the majo- 
rity should rule---a principle that is, and ought 
to be paramount to any written constitution, 
or else it is false that the peopleare the origin 
of lawful power. 








Duties on Imports. 


We have received a copy of a letter from 
the secretary of the treasury, transmitting a 
long and interesting report of such measures 
as are deemed necessary for the more effectu- 
al execution of the laws for collecting the du- 
ties on imported goods, wares and merchan- 
dize;. prepared in obedience-to a resolution of 
the house of representatives of the 28th of 


This isa subject of the highest importance, 
inevery respect. That frauds to a great 
amount have been committed, seems undenia- 


bles andif their effect was only to lessen the. 


revenue, we should care less about them than 
we do—as a part of the amount lost to the 
public treasury might be retained in the pock- 
ets of the people by a reduced price of the ar- 
ticles smuggled or otherwise fraudulently in- 
troduced, of which we have had many mam- 
moth examples from England direct, during 
the non-intercourse, and after that by way 
of Amelia island, &c.* But these frauds 
strike at the national industry, and paralize 
the efforts of our manufacturers, whose inte- 
rest is the national interest, and whose gain is: 
All the people of Europe 


SWS aS. an eee ct he tr ie 


to fill up its own vacancies; and it has happer- ‘many of them justly complain that England 
she that ten of the fifteen members which com’ hasfixed on their necks a “more real yoke than 
posed it were elected by the senate itself. +ne/ that.of Napoleon, though not invested with 
executive depa: tment is no better---the govern: |...) humiliatory forms.” ‘The youthful exu- 


or, chosen by the legislature, has power only | berance of our country and its sparce popu- 


to grant a noli prosequt and to pardon; he is ‘lation, has hitherto prevented us from feeling 
merely president of the council, which is cho- — 
: : o "henoi he | Ww 

sen inthe manner that heis. The voice PONG | coated Aueth Aine alatall smuggling,” &c. if i: only 
people “ not heard in either department, and , affected the revenue. The “mammoth examp!cs” 
the minority rules the state, | will be too easily remembered—the relinquish nent 
With these facts before me, I repeat it---I | of the “merchants bonds” lost to the people and 
am sincerely pleased that the proposition has | p-t into the pockets of the merchants, ¢wenty five 


failed, under an assurance that the time will | evs of dollars. They sold the goods sib the 
amount of those bonds added to them in the same 


; ; : on | 
wee when the. people * this great city will | way that they add the customary duties—their 
obtain a recognition of their just rights---and amount was paid to the merchants by the conswmere, 
acquire a fair representation tn the legislature | and then thrown by the government into the pock- 
of Maryland, which this partial measure, had ! ets of ¢in most cases) the wilful violators of the law- 





*Vhe reader will please toobserve that we say, 
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that “yoke” so severely as some others feel it 
—but it is in a progressive state and will spee- 
dily bend our proud republican necks, if we 
do not take heed to our ways. 

‘The secretary recommends a number of pro- 
visions, nany of ‘which appear to be important 
—but we respectfully must express an opinion 
that he relies too much upon “custom-house 
oaths,* which bind only those that would act 
honestly without them, instead of relying up- 








a 


of brass, or steel, or parts of either e 200 ' 
Shovels and tongs, iron - . PS 30 per pair 
steel, or brass, or parts of either 75 
Muskets - ° ae —s * - 150 per stand 
Rilles ; *--. . . - ¢ bd 250 each 
Fowling and hunting pieces. sin je barrel. - - 400 
: double barrel . 500 
Cannon, cast ivon . + - - ° - 2 per lh. 
brass - ° ° m e 5 
Frying pans - ~~ - - . . - 25 each 
Gridirons and griddles =. -- ° - 20 
Vessels, cast iron, not otherwise specified - - 21-2 perk 
Vessels, of copper - 10 


of pewter, including dishes, plates, basons, tan- 
kards, spoons, and other utensils, not specified 3 





uly : : . Tin, in sheets or plates = - ot, eae 
on arigid examination of the packages import- | Bandana, flag, ee eee fem India, mot 
ed, by competent and responsible persons ap- ipaegeersise 8 ha 
ointed to examine them. We are much Cores tadtine So wee ee ee ees 
pleased at his recommendation to diminish, as| Drags, aloes. pee lg? . . 2 per pound 
° . . . mmoneacum ° I he ° 
far as practicable, the list of articles paying itn Te Gia 2 
ad valorem duties, and he enumerates those eco ohn yr ee eR ety TOE 
° ° senegal. (gum) ore - . 1 
stated below as proper subjects for specific du- guiacum,(guin) = : <® 
ties. He also proposes, that, as nearly all the Ma te es CET ; 
black teas are imported under the name of Bo-| en age meet eS Re 
. mits- long s - : - - ber dcx. 
hea, which pays 12 cents per Ib. that all black | "°°" Re oo ce ee 
teas shall pay a duty of 18 cents per Ib. and) oP ee, i 
also recommends a reduction of the duty on short a not eee 
a a ’ : ve se childrens . : - 30 
claret wines, which. ifin bottles. pays 70 cents | pts, woolen or felt } ; a ad 
per gallon, though the first cost of it 18, gene- men or womens’ . 
' * F A hl * = hs - * ° . e ] 
rally, only 10 cents per gallon. ‘There is some| _ peavers, men or womens? eae 
claret wine, however, which he says, sells as’ "ag . ; : 50 , 
biel in Box ae Ee % af he Uni | Hams, and other bacon - - . * 3perpoun 
igh in Sordeaux as Madeira does in the Unit-! Honey . . ‘ . of 4 6per gallon 
ed -tates—but the quantity produced is very| Haitpowder = © ss | pA priory 
sinall, and aconsiderable importation of it can-| Horn tips ° ° . . SMe 
-, : . orse . - - - - poun< 
not be expected; the little that is made being | pesther, soal wis Ae ; ce eas 
required to supply the tables of the richin Ku-|, 9, “sed = st 
rope. Weshould have been pleased tohaveseen|Lemons - - + + + + — 25 per 300 
‘ F ‘ Th) -a | Limes - - ° , ° ° > 10 : 
paper enumerated among those articles. There|yiice-  -  - ee Sper pound 
is no manufacture that makes so great a value jg ATOR eam eM 
: 7 . Madder - - - : . - 1 per pow. 
from things that, as it were, are worth nothing} musterd,(except seed) - = se 
in their state as a material, and it employs a} Naukeens. India short pieces, not exceeding seven yards ; 
? ; WY . and eighteen inches in breadth - - 25 per piece 
great number of women and children. e India, long, not exceeding ten yards, and tw: n- 
, ; ty-five inches in breadth - : “ 
would recom menda duty by the pound weight Pieces, exceeding these dimensions, the duty to 
on allimported paper. More hereafter. ae be in proportion to the foregoing rates: “ : 
r ° ; ° : u—olive, in Dotties . . . ‘ 40per gation 
Phe following is a list of the articles now ore Ba ee 
° ° ° see . - . - ° 
paying ad volorem duties which the secretaryjolives-  -  - + += «© + 60 
. 2 sate : ; Wet Capers . - - : : ° 50 
recommends should pay specific duties: rm nl Beet Ta I ke 
R Opium - - . - - > 25per pound 
Cents. Pickles . - - . . - IO per groce 
Anvils - - . . - - 2 perl. Pine apples - - : - ° 2 eacit 
Axes, broad - - . : - 30 each Pines—smoaking - - . : - - Wer groce 
narrow - - . - - « 25 Prussian blue - - : - - 10 perpound 
hatchets - A ‘ » ° 15 Preserves, counfits, and sweet meats, in sugar or brandy10 
adzes - ° . - . - 25 Quick silver - - - . . i 5 
A ugurs, not exceeding halfan inch - - 1 1-2 Rice - : : - : - 50 fer 100 
above that size, and not exceeding one inch 2 Rhubarb - - - - : - <A perpound 
above an inch, and not exceeding 1 1-2 inches 2 1-2 Salt petre—refined - - - - 2 
above thatsize - - - ° . 3 crude - . - : - 1 
Chissels, not exceeding half aninch — : - 1 Slates . - . : - - 1 each 
above that size,and notexceeding 1 inch ~~ - 1 1-2 Saddle trees - - . - - - 25 
above aninch,and not exceeding 11-2 inches 2 Snake reot - ° - . - 2 
above that size - . . - 2 1-2 Saffron . - - - : - 2 
Hammers, blacksmith’s - : . - 21-2perib.) S nna : - : - : - 2 
claw-hammers (carpenter’s) = + - 5 each Sasaparella = - o* - - - - 2 
Hoes broads - . - - . - 12 Sveckings, silk, or where siJk is the principal material, 
narrow : - - . - 10 whole - : - a tw 250 per dozen 
Knives, currier’s . . - . - 40 half ditto - - - - 150 
cutting . . . . - 25 quarter ditto - - ° 75 
Se a . . : - : - 25 tege  "rer, or flax, whole - + 150 
yths - . . . . 25 ait. - . ; ; . 80 
Reaping hooks or sickles . ° ° ‘ 5 quarter - e e . - . $5 
Rakes - : : - - . 10 Childrens—the duty upon the quarter respec 
Saws, cross cut - - ‘ ° - 100 tively. 
whipsaw . ° : - - 100 Vitricl - - - - : . 4 perpounrd 
handsaw - - - - - 25 Umbrella or parasol, covered with silk = + - 100 each 
Spad tennorsaw = - . . : : 20 cotton - 60 
es ° - . ” ° © - Sti ° - oe Be 
Andirons, cast iron ; - - . ‘ < per Ib. Wool—blankets ase - — . - 20 %er yard 
Wroughtiron = . ° - 50 per pair carpets, inferior to Brusseis - - 28 
Wenders:"} brass, or of brass and any other metal 290 Brussels, and others, superior = - 35 
* Encers, tron ‘ . - . : 100 cach Flannels, or cotton mixtures - : + r2 
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Tonnage of the United States, 


The secretsry of the treasury has transmitted to 
congress his annual statement of the District Ton- 
nage of the United States, which we intend to 
notice as usual, when wehaveroom. The follow- 
ing items may suffice until then: 

The registered tonnage of the United 
States, as corrected at the treasury de. 
partment for the year ending Dec. 31, Tons 95ths 
1816, amounted to 800,759 63 
Te enrolled and licensed 522,164 84 
Vhe fishing vessels 49,294 01 





1,372,218 53 





Aggregate tonnage in 1815 1,368,127 78 

The amount of registered and enrolled tonnage 
dui/t in the year 1816, is 131,667 86. 

The difference between the amount of the ton- 
nage of 1815, the vessels built in 1816 being ad. 
ded, is caused by 23,379 tons sold to foreigners; 
22,591 lost at sea; 6,702 condemned as unscawor- 
try, and a large “presumed” difference of 73,216 
tons, as arising from transfers in 1815 not credited 
until 1816. 

The whole amount of tonnage on which duties 
were collected during the years 1816, was as fol. 
LOWE: 

Registered tonnage paying duty on 
each voyage 

Enrclied and licensed (annual) 
Fishing vessels, (do) © 


865,219 57 
414,594 47 
48,147 40 





1,327,961 49 
Duties were also collected an ton- 
nage owned by ci‘izens of the Unit- 
te: States, engaged in foreign trade, 
not registered 
Ditto—coasting trade 


11,811 02 
430 82 





Total on whica duties were collected 1,340,203 38 
Atlowing 6 months as the average period of the 
voyuges of registered vessels, the preceding 
would shew that they were not muegh more than 
half-employed. 
The following is the amount of tonnage, regis- 
tered and enrolled, &c. at 11 principal ports: 


New York 299.617 70 
Boston 143,420 25 
Baltimore 101,960 21 
Philadelphia 101,830 17 
Charleston 36,473 29 
Saieiu 34,454 27 
Norfolk 31,628 12 
Portland 30,417 29 
Portsmouth 30,411 39 
New Orleans 13,299 86 
Savannah 12,776 U7 


apNew York is double that of Boston, and 
Baltimore is superior to Philadelphia. 








Naval Affairs. 
In Senate ef the United States, January 21, 1818. 
‘The commi‘tee on naval affairs, to whom have becn 
referred the memorial of certain commissioned 
officers of the navy, under the rank of comman- 
ders, and also the memorial of certain officers of 
the marine corps ‘attached to the Mediterranean 
squadron, have had the same under consideration, 
and REPORT— ) 
That your committee, duly impressed with the 
importance and delicacy of the subjects referred to | 


> 3 —— 


them, and anxious to pursue that course which will 
best comport with the good of the public service 
and the high duties of the senate, have given the 
several memorials all the consideration to which 
they are entitled. 

The menorjalists of the navy and marine corps, 
pray that the senate would institute an enquiry into 
the proceedings of two naval courts martial, had in 
the Mediterranean, in the early part of the last year. 
They complain that those proceedings were such as 
to impair their confidence in the tribunals which 
have been established by the laws of the country 
for the protection of the rights of all who are con- 
nected with the naval establishment. 

The memorialists of the marine corps pray, that 
their rights may be guarded by a special act of the 
legislature, “or that the rules and regulations for 
the better government ofthe navy be more strictly 
carried into execution.” 


Your committee sincerely regret, thatany circum- 
stances should have occurred, which have caused 
discontents among any portion of the officers of the 
United States’ navy. They have indulged the hope 
that the high reputation and renown which had been 
acquired by the naval establishment of this country 
in war, would be cherished and sedulously guarded 
in the season of peace, by every officer of the corps. 
It is only by a correct deportment; by a rigid dis- 
charge of duty, and a strict observance of the laws, 
that their well earned fame can be preserved. If 
these observations are correct, as it regards the in- 
dividuals, officers of the navy, they most strongly 
apply to their tribunals. If naval courts martial, 
or courts of enquirv, have become so negligent, or 
so partial and unfaithful in the discharge of their 
duties, that those who should look to them for pro- 
tection can no longer confide in them, but must re- 
sort, in the language of the memorialists, for safety 
“to those arms with which their country has en- 
trused them, or to that strength with which nature 
has endowed them,” then, indeed, there is most se- 
rious cause of alarm. But vour committee do not be- 
lieve that this is the condition and character of your 
naval tribunals. They have heretofore been unim- 
peached. Under their administration the American 
navy has attained a character. both at home and a- 
broad, of whieh the nation is justly proud. In the 
instances complained of, there may have been some 
ground for criticism; the proceedings may have 
been such as not to give entire satisfaction to all: 
but your committee are decidedly of the opinion, 
that whatever may bethe character of the proceed- 
ings of thecourts martial under consideration, they 
are beyond the control of the senate. It has no 
power that can reach these cases. It has none 
other than legislative power touching these matters, 
which in its nature cannot be retrospective. The 
corrective, in such cases, is confided by the institu- 
tions of the country to the chief magistrate, and to 
that department of the government would their com- 
plaints, perhaps, have been most properly addressed. 

There is another view of the subject, to which the 
committee have not been inattentive. It his been 
considered a fit occasion to look into the laws go- 
yerning the navy, in order to discover whether any 
defects exist, which may require legislative correc- 
tion. Your committee have done so, and on exami- 
nation, are of opinion, that no legislative proceed- 
ings are necessary at this time. The rules and re- 
gulations forthe government of the navy now in 
force, are those under which it has grown up and ac- 
quired a reputation for discipline and efficiency, 
which yourcommittee believe is not surpassed by 





any similar establishment. In this state of things, 
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they are of opinion, that the causes of complaint, if we do not presume to canvass; but we are imperi- 
any, are not in the laws, but in the administration of ously called upon to notice the subsequent events, 
the laws. As it regards the marines, a description A court martial convened in the harbor of Mahon, 
of force most necessary and useful, and which merits on board the Java, on the 31st December, 1816, for 
the fostering and protecting care of the govern- the trial,of captain Heath, on charges and specifi- 
ment, the committee, on examination, find that tiey cations, of which the following is a copy. 
are subject to do duty afloat and on shore, as the ex- Charge Ist. Disrespectful, insolent and contemptu- 
ecutive, at his discretion, may direct; and that they ous conduct to me his superior officer. Specification 
are “governed by the same rules and articles of war, | Ist. That hedid on or about the 22d of July, 1816, 
as are prescribed for the military establishment, | on board of the United States frigate Java, then 
and by the rules for the regulation of the navy, here-| standing int» the Bay of Naples, on being asked by 
tofore, or which shall be established by law, ac-} me, “why a certain marine was os to appear 
cording to the nature of the service in which they jon deck in so filthy and dirty a dress?” reply to me in 
shall be employed.” Thecommittee know no foot-/an insolent, disrespectful and contemptuous manner. 
ing more proper on which to place the marines than | Sp ‘cifi- ation 2d. That he «lid atem the evening of the 
that on which the law has already pliced them. 18th Sent. 1816, on board the United States’ frigate 
Were new rules now to be prescribed for their go-| Java, then at anchor in the harbor of Messina cause a 
vernment and protection, it is believed that none|letter written by himself and couched in ianguage 
ther ought to be prescribed than those which now | highly improper to be used towards his commanding 
exist. Your committee therefore repeat, that in|»ficer, to be left on my table in the cabin of said 
their opinion, the defect, if any, is not in the law,|ship. Specification 3d. That he did when sent for 
but in its execution. Viewing, then, the subjects |into the cabin, on being asked “why he took such 
referred to them in alltheir bearings, feeling the}a time to write mea letter of that kind,” assume a 
danger of affecting that discipline which is the vital a deportment towards me highly provoking and 
principle of all military establishments; while they disrespectful. The aforesaid charge and specifica- 
would frown with indignation on every act which tions being in violation of a part of the 15th article, 
gavoured of oppression, or of mal-administration and a part of the 13th article of the rules and regu- 
your committee respectfully submit the following |lations for the better government of the navy of the 
resolution: United States. 
Resolved, That the committee on naval affairs be! Charge 2d. Neglect of duty and unofficer like 
discharged from the further consideration of the conduct. Specification 1st That on or about the 
memorial of the naval officers of the Mediterranean | evening of the 16th September, 1816, on board the 
squadron, under the rank of commanders, and of} United States? ship Java, then at anchor in the har- 
the memorial of the officers of the marine corps, of | bor of Messina, he, the said captain John Heath did, 








date the 17th January, 1817. 


~Vediterranean squadron, ) under the rank of com- 
manders, to the honorable the senate of the United | 
States, dated Port Mahon, January the 20th, 1817. : 

The undersigned, officers holding commissions | 
in the navy of the United States, beg leave most| 
respectfully to state to the honorable the Senate of| 
the United States, that, having entered the service | 


._ os ; ' : | 
early in life, from motives of love of their country, | 


respect for its naval character, and a sincere wish | 
to become useful, they would willingly encounter 
dangers of any kind, or endure any hardships which 
the good of the service or the preservation of dis- 
cipline may make necessary; that, together. with a 
willingness to risk their lives and sacrifice their 
comforts, they have heretofore felt a firm reliance 
on the protection which the well digested laws of 
their country were intended, by the framers and 
enactors of them to afford to officers of every grade, 
against the wanton exercise of that power which 
all military establishments must place in the 
hands of the superior over the subaltern. Guarding 
with cautious jealousy their reputation and their 
rights against all assaults, which have not been de- 
signated by the law for the guardianship and arbi- 
tration of the most respectable of all tribunals, (a 
court martial,) they have witnessed with the deep- 
est regret, the proceedings on a late transaction 
which has been brought to the decision of a court 
composed of the eldest officers of this squadron—of 
officers who from their rank in service, we had hop- 
ed would prove as jealous guardians of our rights 
as of their own We beg leave, respectfully, to 
state the leading circumstances of this case. Cap- 
tain John Heath commanding the detachment of 
Marines on board of the frigate Java, under the 
command of Oliver H. Perry, esq. was so unfortu- 
nate as te incur the displeasure of his commander. 





on two marines jumping overboard to swim from 


The memorial of the commissioned officers (of the | the ship, neglect to come upon deck, although call- 


ed and informed of this circumstance, alleging as a 
reason therefor the subterfuge of his being sick. 
Specification 2d. That he did when ordered by 
me, at said time and place, to come on deck - and 
muster the marines, execute that duty in a careless 
and indifferent manner; and when the marines were 
mustered, did neglect te report to me until called 
and directed so to do Specification 3d. That he did 
neglect on the desertion of said marines from the 
ship, to take those immediate steps for their recove- 
ry that became him as commandiug officer of the 
detachment to which they belonged, and were re- 
quired by the urgency of the case. This charge and 
specification being in violation of a part of the 20th 
article, and the 28th article of the rules and resu- 
lations of the better government of the navy of the 
United States. 

Charge 3d. Disobedience of orders. Specifica- 
tion. That he did at the time and place referred to, 
in the 3d specification of ist charge, though re- 
peatedly ordered to be silent, continue to speak, 
although warned of the consequences, and in the 
same indecorous and contemptuous manner as is 
therein alleged, thereby violating a part of the 14th 
article of the rules and regulations for the better 
government of the navy of the United States. 

(Signed) O. H. PERRY. 
United States’ ship Java, 
Algiers Bay, 14th October, 1816. 


Of these charges and specifications it will be ne- 
cessary toobserve only, that the offence on which 
the greatest stress is laid, was committed as the 
specification states, on the 22d July, 1816; that cap. 
tain Heath was neither arrested, suspended, nor 
warned that notice would be taken of this offence; 
that on the 16th September, 1816, captain Heath is 





The merits of the case between these two officers 


again supposed by captain Perry, to commit an of- 
fence, for which captain Perry suspends him from 
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the exercise of the duties of his office; that in-the 
mterval between the commission of these two offen- 
-ces, a generdl court martial convenes in the Bay of 
Maples, of which court captain Perry is president, 
and captain Heath a member, that after captain 
Heath had been suspended from duty two days, he 
addresses a note to captain Perry, of which the 
following is a copy. 
United States’ . frigd¥e Java, 
-Wessina, September 18, 1816. 

Sir,—On the evening of the 16th instant, I was 
ordered below by you from the quarter deck of this 
ship, with these words, or to that effect, “I have no 
farther use for your services on board this ship.” 
T have waited until this moment to know, why I 
rave been thus treated; and being ignorant of the 
causes, request my ariest and charges. 
Very respectfully, 

Your obedient servant, 
JOHN HEATH, 
Captain Marines. 

The language of this note, Captain Perry consid- 
ered disrespectful, and summoned captain Heath 
into his cabin. Willingly would your memorialists 
draw a veil over the transaction, which then and | 
there took place; most willingly would they bury in 
oblivion a transaction so disgraceful to the charac-| 
ver of an American officer. But justice to them- 
selves forbids it. It appears by the statement of 
Captain Heath and the acknowledgement of captain 
Perry, that, after some conversation had passed, 
captain Perry, from (as he says) “a disposition to 
chastise insolence on the spot,” gave to captain 
Heath a blow, and after having committed this out- 
rage on his person, with much abusive language, 
ordered him to be confined to his room, and acen- 
tinel placed over him; a measure which hitherto has 
been considered justifiable in extreme cases only. A 
little reflection convinced capt. Perry of the impro- 
priety of his conduct, and alarmed him for its conse- 
quences; he according, through the medium of ano- 
ther post captain and the first lieutenant of the Java, 
made an overture to captain Heath of reconcilia- 
tion, and through them tendered an apology, but 
insisted on terms of his own dictating. This, capt. H. 
having a dueregard for his own reputation, for the 
commission which he has the honor to hold, and 
for the respectability of his brother officers of the 
same rank, positively refused to accept, and in his 
turn preferred charges against captain Perry. A 
court martial convened, and as we have been unof- 
ficially informed, fer the trial of both; but captain 
Perry remained in the exercise of the functions' of 
his office, while captain Heath was in close confine- 
ment. Ofthe proceedings of this court your memo- 
rialist Know but little; they have ere this, they pre- 
sume, been laid before the honorabie secretary of 
the navy. But they know that captain Perry has 
sailed for the Unjted States, in command of the 
Java, with the sanction of a court martial, and that 
of the commander in chief to support his conduct. 

The undersigned have now no guarantee for the 
safety of their persons, but the use of those arms 
which the laws of their country have placed in their 
hands, and that personal strength with which na- 
ture has blessed them. Tothose means they must 
resort, and on them im future depend, unless the 
honorable senate, to whom they look with filial 
confidence as the guardians of their rights, will by 
a timely interference save them from the disagreea- 
Ble alternative of relinquishing a professien to 
which they are enthusiastically attached, or becom- 
ing in every instance the defenders, not only of their 
characters, but of their persons. Placed ata dis- 


(Signed) 


ne ee wenn 


tance from their gountry and without the immedi- 
ate influence of its civil laws, your memorialists re- 
ly with confidence on the decision of the high tri- 
bunal to which they now solemnly appeal Your 
memorialists trust it will not engross too much of 
thevaluable time of the senate, to institute an exa- 
mination into the proceeding’s of this court in these 
two instances. They beg leave also to state, that. 
a case occurred at Naples in August last, between. 
captain T. O. Creighton, and midshipman Marstons, 
of the Washington, the decision on which they also 
consider as tending to destroy the conviction which 
every officer ought to feel, whilst in the execution 
of the duties of his office, that the strong arm of the 
law is extended over him, equally for his protection 
during good conduct, and for his punishment when 
he deviates from its rules. If your memorialists 
have erred in making this appeal, they hope it will 
be attributed rather to an exuberance than a defi- 
ciency ofa good feeling, and they trust that they will 
ever be found ready to obey the call and support the 
cause of their country in any contest, however un- 
promising to themselves as individuals. ) 
And your memorialists, as in duty bound, will 
ever pray. 
THOS. AP. CATESBY JONES, lieut. naty. 
W. B. SHUBRICK, lieutenant navy. 
R.T AUCHMUTY, lieut. marine corps. 
CHRISTOPHER FORD, lieut. marine corps. 
GEORGE PEARCE, lieut. navy. 
BEVERLEY KENNON, lieut. navy. 
SAMUEL L. BREESE, lieut. navy. 
THOMAS NICHOLS, sailing master. 
ROBERT F. STOCKTON, lieut. navy. 
FRANCIS B. WHITE, lieutenant marines. 
JOSEPH L. KUHN, liéut. marines.” 
W.H. WATSON, lieut. navy. 
WM. H. COCKE, lieut. navy. 
HI. B. BRECKENRIDGE, capt. marine corps. 
B. WASHINGTON, surgeon, 
GEO. B ENGLISH, lieut. marine corps. 
JAMES ARMSTRONG, lieut. U. S. nayy, 
GEORGE BEALE, purser. 
C.S. M’CAULEY, lieut. U. S. navy. 
HYDE RAY, surgeon. 
CHAS. T. STALLINGS, lieut. navy. 
E. W. TURNER, purser. 
JOSEPH CASSIN, lieut. navy. 
GUSTAVUS W. SPOONER, lieut. navy. 
ROBERT S. KEARNEY, surgeon. 
WM. HALL, captain marine corps. 
JOHN HARRIS, lieut. marines. 
HENRY OLCOTT, lieut. marines. 
N. WEBSTER, lieut. U. S, navy. 
S. H. STRINGHAM, lieut. U.S. navy. 
W. K. LATIMER, lieut. navy. 
L. ROUPE AUG, lieut. navy. 
A.M. MONTGOMERY, acting surgeon nary. 
ROBERT FIELD, lieut. navy. 
N.L. MONTGOMERY, lieut. navy. 
M. D. NICHOLSON, lieut. navy. 
W. LAUGHTON, lieut. navy. 
JNO. CADLE, acting surgeon navy, 
JNO W. PEACO acting surgeon navy. 
M. C. ATi WOOD, purser U.S. navy. 
J. L. MORRIS, lieutenant navy. 

Memorial of the officers of the United States Ma- 

rine Corps. 

The officers of the United States marine corps, in 
the Mediterranean, present the following memorial 
to the honourable Senate and House of Representa- 
tives of the United States, and pray that their si- 
tuation on board ship, and the grievances herein 








complained of, may claim their serious attention 
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The want of established rules and regulations for 
the marine corps, when stationed on board ship, and 
this difference of discipline in different vessels, 
have always been productive of serious ills, and 
have too frequently occasioned unavoidable and un- 
happy disturbances. The undersigned, therefore 
do earnestly intreat, that rules and regulations be 
established by an act of congress, wherein the 
duties of marine officers, when afloat, may be clear- 
ly and distinctly defined and rights and privileges 

rotected. 7 

The undersigned regrets the necessity under 
which they conceive themselves bound by their 
duty to the service and themselves, of intreating 
the honourable senate and house of representa- 
tives, as the guardians and protectors of their 
rights, to examine the decision of a court martial, 
held at Mahon, on captain Oliver H. Perry, of the 
navy, under the charges of outraging the rights, 
feelings, and person of the commanding officer of 
marines, of the United States’ ship Java, and pray 
that the protection of their rights and persons be 
guaranteed by some special act of ‘Congress; or 
that the rules and regulations for the better govern- 
ment of the navy be more strictly carried into ex- 
ecution. 





JOHN HALL, C. M. M. | 


H. B BRECKENRIDGE, capt. marines, 
W. HALL, capt. marines, 
JO. L. KUHN, lieut. U. S. marines, 
HENRY OLCOTT, Ist lieut. marines, 
FRANCIS B. WHITE, Ist lieut. marines, 
JOHN HARRIS, Ist lieut. marines, 
R. T. AUCHMUTY, 2d lieut. marines, 

3 CHRISTOPHER FORD, lieut. marines, 

Port Mahon, January 17,1817. 


United States ship Washington, 
Part Mahon, 4ih May, 1817. 

Sir,—I have the honor to transmit herewi'h an 
attested copy’ of a letter written to me by the 
captains and commanders of the squadron. 

I fully concur with those gentlemen in opinion, 
and shall believe it to be my duty to comply with 
their request so far as td permit the officers com- 
plained of to return to the United States, as soon 
as it can be done without injury to the public 
service. 

I have the honor to be, 
Very respectfully, sir, 
Your obedient humble servant, 
1. CHAUNCEY. 
To the hon. Benj. W. Crowninshield, 
Secretary of the Navy, Washington. 
Port Mahon, 4th May, 1817. 

Str,—We, the undersigned captains and com- 
manders serving in the squadron under your orders, 
have heard with deep regret that many of the lieu- 
tenants and other commissioned officers belonging 
the vessels under our respective commands, have 
forwarded to the honorable the senate of the United 
States, a memorial which in our opinion is caleu- 
lated to excite disaffection and insubordination in 
the navy, and bring into contempt a service hereto- 
fore distinguished for its reputation, order, and 
good government. 

The undersigned wish to be distinctly understood, 
that it is not against petitioning the legislature for 
a redress of real wrongs, that we now protest, but 
against the manner, time, and object of the memo- 
rialists, which if truly represented tous, is as fol- 
lows:—They complain that they have been oppres- 

sed, and require that the 30th article of an act for 
the better government of the navy, should be re- 


the punishment of offenders, and it is believed, that 
they even go so far as to threaten that should their 
imaginary grievance not be redressed, they will 
resort to their arms for protection. It is also un- 
derstood that the memorialists have presumed to re-— 
flect on the members of two courts martial, com- 
posed of officers of long standing in the navy; that: 
their meetings have been held with apparent secree 
cy, and the #emorial studiously withheld from 
their commanders who would readily sanction any 
measure having for its object the good of the ser- 
vice. It cannot be denied that it is the bounden 
duty of officers, more especially when on a foreign 
station, to cultivate towards each other the most 
perfect harmony and good will, but it is the opinion. 
of the undersigned, that the conduct of the memo- 
rialists is calculated to havea contrary effect. The 
undersigned are therefore impelied by a sacred 
duty we owe our country and ourselves, to po 
that you will be pleased to remove all those officers 
from under our respective commands, as soon as 
the public service will admit of the same, as we 
cannot but consider the signers of the memorial as 
having forfeited all claims to our confidence, and 
their example as- endangering the vessels entrusted 
to our charge. 
We have the honour to be, 
Very respectfully, sir, 

Your obedient servants, 

WM. M. CRANE, 

JN. ORDE CREIGHTON, 

GEO. W. RODGERS, 

THOS. GAMBLE, 

J.1. NICHOLSON, 

EDM. P. KENNEDY. 
A: true copy of the original on file, 

Attest, J. WATSON, Com. Clerk, 
United States’ Sip Washington, 
Port Mahon, 5th May, 1817. 

To Isaac Chauncey, Esq. commodore 
and commander in chief of the na- 
val forces of the United States in 
the Mediterranean, €9c. 


(Signed) 


. 
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Legislature of Kentucky. 
Resolutions, truiy expressive of the sense of the 
people of Kentucky, on the patriotic struggle of 
South America, andon the policy which the 
general government ought to pursue in relation 
to that country. 
IN SENATE, BY MR. BLEDSOE. 
Resolved by the general assembly of the common- 
wealth of Kentucky, That the people of this state 
view with the most lively emotion, the patriotic 







































struggles fof their South American republican 
brethren, to throw off and break in pieces the 
yoke of Spanish despotism; to take their stand 
amongst the nations of the earth; and to vindicate 
the exercise of those rights of self-government 
which the God of nature has given to man, as his’ 
unalienable birthrigtit. 

That while this legislature, and the people whom: 
they represent, fully appreciate the blessings of 
peace, flowing from the observance of a just neu- 
trality, as to the conflicts between other powera;’ 
they are nevertheless fully sengible of the immense 
importance to the United States, of the establish- 
ment of the independence of the South American’ 
colonies, as respects the probable commercial an@ 
political relations between the two portions of the 
same great continent. 

That neither interest nor duty on the part of 
the United States, as respects old Spain, exists te 





vised and so amended as to designate particularly 


induce them to take one single step téwards favor- 
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ing that power, or strengthening the rod of oppres. 
sion, which there is reason to hope her colonies 
are about wresting from her hands forever. 

That it is, in our opinion, wise policy, as well 
as justice, for the government of the U. States to 
acknowledge the independence of such of the for- 
mer Spanish colonies of South America, as shall 
have showin themselves capable of vindicating and 
maintaining the rights of self-goverment. 

That the strictest regard to neutrality between 
the parties, neither requires, nor authorizes, the 
arrest or detention of foreign men, vessels or mu- 
nitions of war, passing through our country or 
touching at our ports, destined to assist either par- 
ty. 

"Phat if the general government of the United 
States is prepared to take a side in this contest, 
the many unredressed wrongs, and the outrageous 
insults of old Spain to this government, together 
with the strong claims of suffering humanity upon 
our sympathy, leave no room to doubt which side 
the free people of the only republic upon earth are 
prepare.) to take. 

' Resolved, That copies of the foregoing resolu- 
tions be transmitted to the president of the Unit- 
ed Siates, and to each of our senators and repre- 
sentatives in congress, to be submitted to that 
body. 

IN THE HOUSE, BY MR. BIBB. 

Resolved by the general assembly of the common- 
wecUh af Kentucky—\st, That the liberty of nations, 
is derived from God and nature, and is not the 
git of kings or potentates. 

23. That all just power is derived from the peo. 
ple; the choice of forms of government belongs of 
right tothem, and those (or their successors) who 
constitute one form, may abrogate it. 

3d. That in all just governments the good of the 
governed is the end to be accomplished; and the 
people upon whom each particular government 
operates, are the only fit judges of the performance 
of the ends for which the government was institut- 
ed. 

4th. That the general revolt of a nation agajnst 
oppression, and in vindication of their own liberty, 
cannot justly be called rebellion. 

Sth. That the struggle of the patriots of South 
America for the rights of self-government, is jus 
tified by the laws of God and nature and sanctioned 
by the unalienable rights of man. | 

6th. That the success of those who are strug- 
gling for the liberty and independence of South- 
America, is a consummation devoutly to be wished, 
highly interesting to the friends of freedom and 
humanity in general, and calls for the deepest sym- 
pathy and accordance on the part of the people of 
these United States of North America. 

7th. That it is the opinion of this general assem- 
bly, that such of the provinces of South America 
as have declared themselves free and independent, 
and have shewn a reasonable ability to maintain 
their independence, ought forthwith to be acknow. 
ledged by the general government of these United 
States of North America, as sovereign and inde- 
pendent powers, to be treated as such, and intro- 
duced to the other sovereign powers of the earth; 
and generally, that all the rights, countenance 
and hospitality should be given by these United 
States to those so acknowledged sovereign pow- 
ers of South America, which by the laws of nations 
may be justly and peaceably afforded by the peo- 
ple and magistracy of another nation in war or in 
peace. 


Resolved, That a copy of the foregoing resolu- 


| 


= 
os 


tions be transmitted to the president of the United 
States, and to each of the senators and representa- 
lives of this state in the cong:ess of the United 
States; and that the acting governor be requested 
to transmit them accordingly. 








CONGRESS. 


SENATE. 

January, 22.—Mr. Tichenor moved two resoit- 
tions, referring to the military committee an enq:ii- 
ry into the expediency of repealing or modifying 
so much of the act establishing the military staff, 
fas relates to hospital surgeons, and hospital sur- 
geons mates, and to the appointment of judge ads 
vocates; and an enquiry into the expediency of a re- 
form in the provisions of the law respecting the 
emoluments to the military and staff officers of he 
army, in order to place themon a more economical 
establishment. | 

The bill making an appropriation for repairing, 
and keeping in repair, certain roads, was read the 
third time, as amended, passed and sent to the 
house of representatives 

Jan. 23—The following resolution, submitted 
yesterday by Mr. Ruggles, was agreed to: 

Resolved, That the committee on public lands be 
instructed to enquire into the expediency of pass- 
ing a law, to vest in the state of Ohio the power of 
selling the remaining thirty-five sections of land, in 
the six miles reservation at the Scioto Salt Works, 
an:! applying the proceeds of the sale to such purpo- 
ses, for the use of the state, as the legislature there- 
of may think proper. 

Jan. 26 —Mr. Tichenor’s resolutions, submitted 
on the 22nd inst. were taken up and agreed to. 

The bill directing the mode of appointing Indian 
agents, &c. was taken up, and after receiving some 
amendments, was read the third time, passed, and 
sent to the other house for concurrence; as also 
was the bill to establish Darien, in Georgia, as a 
port of entry. 

The bill from the house of representatives for 
the relief of John Anderson was taken up, and after 
a good deal of discussion, was postponed to Mon- 
day week. 

January 27. Mr. Tait, from the committee on 
naval affairs, reported a bill “in addition te an act 
giving pensions to the orphans and widows of per- 
sons slain in the public or private armed vessels of 
the United States;” and the bill was read. 

Mr. Campbell, from the committee of finance, to 
whom the subject had been specially committed, 
reported that * it is not expedient to repeal the 
the law imposing a duty on salt.” 
not acted on to-day. 

Mr. Talbot submitted for consideration the follow- 
ing resolution: 

Resolved, That the committee on the judiciary be 
instructed to enquire into the expediency of so far 
changing the present judicial system of the United 
States, as to provide for the gradual diminution of 
the number of judges who at present compose the 
supreme court; for the restricting the functions and 
duties of the judges of that court to the holding 
the sessions thereof, and the other duties incidental 
thereto; of establishing and organizing a circuit 
court in each ofthe United States, in which a cir- 
cuit court has not heretofore been established, and 
of providing for the appointment of a competent 
number of circuit judges for the hoiding the circuit 
courts of the United States. 





resolution: 


The report was 


Mr. Otis submitted for consideration the following 
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Resolved, that the committee of claims be in-{. 


structed to enquire into the expediency of provid- 
ing for the examination and allowance of monies 
paid by the state of Massachusetts for supplies 
and services of the militia of that state employed 
during the late war in the common defence, so far 
as the same may be due upon principles of equity 
and justice. 

Af er the consideration of executive business, 

The senate adjourned. ' 

Jun. 28. Mr. Dickerson, from the committee to 
whom was referred the joint resolution proposing 
an amendment to the constitution, in regard to the 
election of representatives to congress, and elec- 
tors of president and vice president, &c. reported 
the resolution with some verbal amendments. 

The resolution offered yesterday by Mr. Talbot, 
was taken up and agreed to. 

The motion made yesterday by Mr. Otis, for an 
enquiry into the expediency of an examination and 
allowance of monies paid by the state of Massa- 
chusetts, for the services and supplies of the mili- 
tia ef that state, employed during the late war, 
was postponed till Friday. 

The bill providing for surviving revolutionsry 
officers, soldiers, &c. was postponed to to-mor- 
row, as were also several other subjects. 

The joint resolution offered by Mr. Morrill, on 
the 23d ult. requiring the commissioner of the ge- 
neral land office, to furnish to each soldier who 
may receive a patent for military bounty land, a 
description of the quality of bis lot, as minuted in 
the field notes of the surveyor, was taken up, to- 

ether with the report of the committce on the 
ptdlic lands, stating the impracticability of afford- 
ing such information, and the inexpediency of re 
quiring it. 

On the question of ordering the resolution to a 
third reading, it was decided in the negative, and 
the motion of course rejected. 


J 


Mr. Hopkinson, succinctly delivered the reasons 
for his opinion against the passage of the bill. 

Mr. Robertson replied to Mr. Hopkinson, and de- 
fended the bill. Mr. Hopkinson rejoined. 

The question was. then taken on the passage of 
the hill toa third reading by the following vote: 

YEAS—Messrs. Abbot, Anderson, Pen. Anderson, Ken. Baldwin, 

Bellinger, Bennett, Bloomfield, Boden, Burwell,Cobb, Comstock, 
Cook, gy anager svete Culbreth, Desha, Earle, Erving, S. C. 
Forsyth, Fuller, Gage, Hale, Harrison, Hasbrouck, Hendricks, 
Herrick, Hiester, Hunter, Ingham, Irving, N. ¥. Johnson, Kene 
Jones, Kinsey, Little, Lowndes, Marchand, Mason, Mass. Mercer, 
Merrill, Morton, Moseley, Murray, H. Nelson, T. M. Nelson, New, 
Ogden, Ogle, Owen, Parris, Parrott, Patterson, Peter, Pindall, 
Pleasants, Poindexter, Quarles, Reed, Rich, Richards, Ringgold, 
Rebertson, Lou. Robertson, Ken. Ruggles, Sampson, Silsbee: 
Smith, Bal. Alex. Smyth, Southard, Spangler, Tallmadge, Taylor, 
Trimble, Tucker, Va- Tucker, S.C. Walker, N. C. Walker, Ken» 
Wallace, Wendover, Whiteside, Whitman.—80, 

NAYS.—Messrs. Adams, Allen, Mass. Austin, Ball, Barbour, Va.- 
Barber, O. Bateman, Beecher, Blount. Boss, Bryan, CampbeH, 
Claggett, Claiborne, Colston, Ccuger, Cushman, Drake, Edwz«rds, 
Ellicott, Forney, Garnett, Hall, Del. Hall, N. C. Herkimer, Hitch- 


Huntingdon, Johnson, Va. Kirtland, Lawyer, Lewis, Linn, Liver- 
more, M‘Lane, W. Maclay. Wm. P. Maclay. M’Coy, Marr, Mason, 
R. I, Middleton, Moure, Mumford, Jer. Nelson, Nesbitt, Newton, 
| Orr, Palmer, Pawling, Pitkin, Porter, Rhea, Savage, Schuyler, 
| Scudder, Sergeant, Settle, Seybert, Shaw, Sherwood, Slocum), 
| J. S. Smith, 4% neer, Starrs, Strong, Strother, Tarr, Te1- 
ity, Tompkins, Tyler, Upham, Westerlo, Williams, Con. Williams, 
iN. Y. Williams, N. C. Wilkin, Wilson, Pen.—82, 


So the bill was rejecied, by a majority of two votes. 

On motion of Mr. Williams, of North Carolina, 
the house resolved itself into a committee of the 
whole, Mr. Pleasants in the chair, on the report of 
the committee of ciaims on the claim of J. Pattie- 
'son, and several other claims of a like nature, re- 
| ferred to the same committee. 
| {This claim is for a house, situated on the banks 
|of the Patuxent, desiroved by the enemy during 
the late war, on account of previous occupa- 
tion by provisions and by supplies issued there- 
from to a detachment of militia in the service of 
the United States, and for other similar reasons, as 
the petitioner desires to establish by the testimo- 
ny of two or three witnesses. The claim is one of 








The senate then resumed the consideration of|those laid before the commissioner of claims, and 


executive business, which occupied it until the 
adjournment. 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 

Friday, Jan. 20. Mr. Pope, from a select com 
mittee, to whom were referred certain memorials 
on the subject, reported a bill to enable the peo 
ple of Hlinois territory to form a constituuion and 
state government, and for the adraission of the 
same intothe union on an equal footing with the ort. 
ginal states, which was twice read and committed. 

A message was received from the president of 
the United States, by the hands of Mr J. J. Monroe, 
his secretary, transmitting the information requir- 
ed by a resolution of this house, calling for an ac- 
count of all roads made or marked out under the 
authority of the United States. 

On motion of Mr Forsyth, it was 

Resolved, That the committee of commerce and 
manufactures be instructed to enquire into the ex- 
Pediency of regulating by law the number of pas- 
sengers to be brought into the United States by 
American and foreign vessels, according to the tou- 
nage of the vessels. 

(Many other resolutions were offered ‘which 
shall be noticed in their progress. ] 

The House resumed the consideration of the bill 


to provide for the commutation of soldiers bount 
lands. An am 





i 45. No other amendment having been offer- 
Gane 


The question was stated, on ordering the bill to 


© engrossed for a third reading. 


by him, according to the provisions of the law 
of the last session, transmitted to the house of re- 
presentatives for their decision on the fact.] 

Afier some conversation on the question of pro- 
ceeding in the consideration of this subject on this 
er ata future day— 

Mr. /illiams, of North Carolina, delivered at 
considerable length, and with much perspicuity, 
the views of the committee on the general princi- 
ples on which these cases rest, and also on the evi- 
dence in this particular case. 

After a few observations from Mr. Smith of Mary- 
land and Mr, Forsyth, the committee rose, and re- 
| ported their concurrence, not only in the case of 
| Mr. Pattieson, but also in several other cases, 
which rest on the same principle, and on nearly the 
|same description of evidence. 
| ‘The question on concurrence with the commit- 
| tee of claims in rejecting the petition of Mr. Pattie- 
|son, was agreed to. 
| “The question being next proposed on the claim 
jof John Ireland, for a house destroyed because oc- 
| cupied by a partof com. Barney’s men, his rigging, 
/&e and the report recommending its rejection hav- 
|ing been read— 

A debate arose on the merits of the claim, and 








y} the amount of the testimony, in the course of which 
b : endment of some importance, moved : Messrs Smith of Md. Harrison, Reed, Robertson, of 
y Mr. Taylor, yesterday, was agreed to, ayes 78: 


| L. Peter, Bayly and Palmer opposed the report ad- 

i vere to the claim, and Mr. s¥iliiams and Mr Zor. 
syth supported it. 

| At length, this and the other reports were laid. 
on the table, the hour growing unusuaily late. 





cock, Hogg, Holmes, Mass. Holmes, Con. Hopkinson, Hubbard, ~ 
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The house adjourned to Monday. 

Monday, Jan. 26.—Mr. Wilson, of Massachusetts, 
and Mr. Stewart of North Carolina, appeared, were 
gualified, and took their seats. 

Mr. Roderison, of Louisiana, from the committee 
on the public lands, reported a bill to continue in 
force an act entitled “An act relating to settlers on 
hands of the United States,” which was twice read 


‘and committed. 


Mr. Johnson, of Kentucky, from the military 
committee, reported a bill respecting the organi- 
zation of the army of the United States and for 
etter purposes; which was twice read and com- 
mitted.. 

Mr. Sergeant, from the committee to whom was 
teferred the petition of the American Bible Society, 
reported (in part) a bill for the remission of duties 
upon stereotype plates and upon bibles and testa- 
ments in foreign languages, imported by societies 
or associations, for the gratuitous distribution of 
the Holy Scriptures. 

Mr Parris of Massachusetts, from the committee 
on {expenditures respecting the public buildings, 
reported the following bill. 

A bill to provide fer erecting additional buildings 
for the accommodation of the respective depart- 
ments. 

Be it enacted, &e. That the commissioner of the 
public buildings cause to be erected, under the di- 
rection of the president of the U. States, two 
buildings suitable for offices for the executive 
departments, to be placed north of the buildings 
at present occupied by those departments, and on 
a line parallel therewith: each of said buildings to 
contain forty rooms of convenient size. 

Sec. 2 merely makes an appropriation. 

The bill was twice read and committed. 

The house resolved itself into a committee of 
the whole, Mr. H. Nelson in the chair, on the bill 
“to amend an act, entitled an act respecting fugi- 
tives from justice, and persons escaping from the 
service of their masters. — 

The bill is one of considerable importance to the 
holders of slave property particularly, as going to 
rnake that law efficacious, which is at present 
little better than nominal. 

Much discussion took place sn the details of this 
bill, which were explained and illustrated by Mr. 
Pindall, of Virginia, and by several other gentle- 
raen. Some amendments were made to the bill, the 
discussion of which occupied the whole of the day’s 
sitting, and wasjnot concluded, when the committee 
rose, and obtained leave to sit again. 

The house adjourned. 

Tuesday Jan. 27. On motion of Mr. Mason, of 
Afass. 

Resolved, That the claim of the state of Massa- 
chusetts for expenditures to their militia for their 
services during the late war, together with the 
documents on the files of this house, to be referred 
toa select committee, to consider and report there 
an. 

On motion of Mr. Burwell, 

Resolved, That the secretary of war be directed 
to lay before this house a statement of the claims 
of the state of Massachusetts for the expenses of 
calling out the militia of that state during the late 
War, and the reasons why those claims have net 
been settled by that department. 

The engrossed bill to remit the duties on stereo- 
type, plates and bibles, in foreign languages, im- 
ported for the use of the American Bible Society, 
was read the third time, and the question stated, 
‘Shall the bill pass?” 


4 


This produced 2 debate. Mr. Strother objected 
to the billas indefinite, exempting ail bibles, &c. 
which had been imported by certain societies—he 
wished a provision to secure the appropriation of 
those bibles to the purposes contemplated. Mr. 
Sergeant explained his views of the subject, saying 
that similar bills had been passed, and he thought 
that the contemplated appropriation ef the books 
was secured by the character of the persons at the 
head ofthe institution. Mr. S. rejoined and consider- 
ed it as the “entering wedge to more objectionable 
measures,’ and maintained the right to demand 
such security, as was the case when similar grants 
were made to others, &c. Afier some additional, 
remarks, the bill was laid on the table—ayes 84, 
noes 62. 
The house then proceeded to the consideration 
of the bill respecting fugitive slaves, &c. the con- 
sideration of which occupied the remainder of the 
day; and the committee rose before the subject 
was completed. 

Wednesday, Jan. 28 After other business— 

The order of the day on the bill ‘respecting fu- 
gilives from justice, and persons escaping from the 
service of their masters,” having been announced— 

Mr. Rich, moved to commit the bill to a differ. 
ent committee, with a view of considering the pro- 
priety of certain amendments. After some little 
discussion, the motion was negatived. 

The house then resolved itself into a committee 
of the whole on the bill. 

The question was on an amendment proposed by 
Mr. ich to the bill, which has for its object the 
preventing the transportation, in any manner, of 
any negro, mulatto or person of color, without 
having previously carried the same before some 
judge or justice of a court of record, and giving 
sufficient proof of their being slaves, and the pro- 
perty of the person by whose authority they are so 
removed, under the penalty of a sum not exceed- 
ing ten thousand dollars. 

This amendment Mr. Storrs had proposed to 
amend, ‘by substituting in lieu thereof, a new sec- 
tion inthe following words: 

“That if any person, without colorable claim, 
shall knowingly and wilfully procure or cause to 
be procured, any such certificate or warrant [ot 
his property in any particular individual] with in- 
tention, under color or pretence thereof or the pro- 
vision of this act, to arrest, detain or transport, or 
cause tobe arrested, detained, or transported, any 
person whatsoever, not held to labor or service as 
aforesaid, he or she, on conviction thereof, shal! 
suffer imprisonment not exceeding fifteen years, or 
fined not exceeding five thousand dollars, or both, 
in the discretion of the caurt before whom such 
conviction shall be had.” 

Afier debate, the amendment to the amendment 
was agreed to and incorporated im the bill. Mr. 
Fuller, then, after an ingenious speech, moved © 
sirike out the first section of the bill, on the ground 
that it transcended the constitutional provisions 09 
the subject. Mr. Strong thought the laws already 
in force had gone far enough in carrying those pro 
visions into execution. Mr. Cobb replied to thos? § 
two gentlemen. Messrs. Hopkinson, Holmes, Clay 
and Baldwin, severally spoke on the bill. The 
motion to strike out the first section was negatived 
by a large majority—the committee rose and re: 
ported the-bill, and the house adjourned at halt 
past 4 o’clock. - 

Thursday, Jan. 29.—Afier a variety of busines® 
of no present importance—The house having '* 





jsumed the consideration of the bili to amend the 
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act entitled “An act respecting fugitives from jus- | _ In the Franconian Mercury there is the following 


tice, and persons escaping from the service of their | 
masters” — re 

Much discussion took place—finally the bill was 
ordered to be engrossed for a third reading to 
morrow—ayes 86, noes 53. f 

A written message was received from the presi- 
dent of the United States during the sitting of 
this day, which was not read, owing to the lateness 
of the hour at which the proceedings on the above 
bill were terminated. : 

The house adjourned at sunset. 





A. K. Parris, esq. of the house of representa- 
tives, from Massachusetts, has been appointed 


resigned. 





from Vienna, of the 4th Cctober:—‘A note, ad- 
dressed to all the European powers, by the cabinet 
of St. Petersburg, in respect to the affairs of Ame- 
rica, excites great attention, on account of the pre- 
cision with which it is drawn up.” 

Two other ships have recently sailed from En- 
gland with 250 commissioned and non commission- 
ed officers, to join the patriots. 

A letter received at Philadelphia from a person 
said to be of the highest respectability in-London, 
says— The British government has at length agreed 
at the request of the allied powers of Europe, to 
become the mediator between Spain and her colo- 
nies. 

Gen, Piar, executed by the sentence of a court 
martial ef which admiral Brion was president, four 
treason, &c. is said to have confessed his guilt. 





Foreign Articles. 
FLORIDA. 
The Georgia Journal speaks very positi vely o 
the fact, that Spain will not dispose of the Flori- 


The bloody Morillo attempted to pur¢thase gen. 
Zaraza. He lately senta mission to him, by means 
of a priest named Sutil, accompanied by a young 
Son of Zaraza, on whom Morillo had previously 
conferred the rank of ensign, offering through the 





das to the United States excepton receiving six 
millions of dollars for them, aud making the 
Mississippi the boundary of her Mexican dominions. | 
It is nonsense to talk of a transfer on such terms. 
It is further intimated in the same paper, that! 


medium of the priest to make Zaraza a brigadier 
if he would go over with his troops to the standard. 
of the king. To which proposal Zaraza made the 
following reply: 

“Not until I behold my wife and unfortunate 





Spain supports herself in such absurd demands | children, cruelly murdered by the legions of gen. 
under the assurance that she will not, in any event, | Morillo, restored to life again, shall I desist from 
have to contend with us single handed—relying | the noble undertaking and glorious strifein which 
upon England and France for allies. We cannot;! am now engaged, against the tyrants of their 
guess what the former might do, but should be (country, and the assassins of their innocent posteri- 
glad to hear that 10,000 French troops were sent ty.”’ Haying said these words, he handed a sword 
to Mexico, Venezuela, &c. They would soon close | to his son, who scorning the rank which was given 
Ferdinand’s accounts in those countries. him, merely for the sake of necessity or conveni- 

Many believe that the acts recently published | ence, grasped the weapon, “with which,” his father 
about Florida (see page 515) were then for the); Said, “you must defend the rights of your country, 
first time officially known to the people. The pas-; and avenge the death of your mother and brethren.” 
sage of those laws was noticed in the letters of| The country possessed by the pairiots appears 
Mr. Monroe to Mr. Foster in 1811, and the posi-| to enjoy much peace and tranquility. Morillo 
tion clearly taken that the United States wouid | Seems to be hardly pressed, and it is said that an 
not permit the Floridas to pass into the hands of army of 12,000 patriots are about to advance on 
any other power, if it could be prevented. See the Caracas. 
correspondence in the first vol. of the Weekly | Important news—received at Charleston. via King- 
Register. Weare indebted to the Wational Iutel-|ston Jam. from the kingdom of New Grenada, and 
tigencer for the recollection of these things. Carthagena its principal sea-port: 

AMELIA ISLAND. Sumanoa, lately named Vice-Roy, and residing at 

Mr. Moore, who was noticed in our last as advér. |Santa Fe de Begota, the capital of the kingdom, 
tised by com. Aury as a pirate, &e. is at Charleston, | officially has communicated to Montalvo, the vice- 
avows his resentment at Aury’s conduct, denies the |roy of the said kingdom, exercising the functions 
charges, and stands prepared to vindicate himself. jof said office, until the aforesaid Samano his suc- 

The following communic.tion appears in the |cessor may assume the command; that it is impos- 
Savannah Republican of tire L1th inst sibie for him longer to sustain the kingdom, after 

Mr. M‘Intosh observing, that a part ofhisletter |having sent a division to the Plains of Casanare, 
of the 30th October last to Mr. Crawford is pub-| which was completely destroyed by the patriots; 
lished in the National Intelligencer of the 23d ult. |only the commander of the same and 17 soldiers 
psec WEEKLY REGISTER, page 302] among the docu- ;escaping—A second was immediately afterwards 
ments presented to congress by the president, on |dispatched to said Plains, and only its chief and 
the affairs of Amelia Island, conceives it a duty in- |two drummers could escape from this still severer 
cu:nbent on him, in justice to the feelings of the |loss. 
faniily, and to the memory ofthe late sheriff of| Morillo writes that he is about to execute the. 
New York, Mr. tiubbard, to declare, that the in |ofliccr who commanded a division, that shamefully 
formation he reccived, and communicated to Mr. (retreated from S000 independents, when those of 
Crawford, of the cause of the death of this gen- his own consisted of 5000 men. 
tleman, he has since understood to be incorrect.| Io Santa Fe a woman was about to be executed, 
He hopes, the public journalists, who have publish- | in consequeace of there having been intercepted a 
ej his letter, will insert in their papers, this tri-| detailed statement of the Spanish troops, which 
bute to truth and humanity. Were in ‘said place, and which she had forwarded 

SPANISH AMERICA. to the patriots in Casanare. 

A London paper states that there were good| Brigadier Cupini and a lieut. col. had arrived at 
grounds for believing that the allied powers had ;Carthagena, the only remains of the defeat at Mar- 
come to a resolution to prevent supplies being sent | garita, and said that they were on their route for 
to the Spahish patriots. 7 Peru-—the former to take the command as Genera® 
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On the 6th of October ult. was taken the pro 
vince of Pamplona, by the republicans, and wher: 
the Spaniards were completely defeated. This 
news is confirmed by a sergeant that had arrived 
at Carthagena, and wounded in the said action. 

In Carthagena they were collecting a donation, 
for the purchase of provisions of every description, 
to be in readiness in case a siege should be estab- 
lished by the patriots against said city. 

On the 17th of Nov. and almost every day since 
that period, three placards were put up in different 
parts of this city, demanding the heads of Montalvo, 
Torres, the governor, and that of Cano, judge ad- 
vocate of said place. These placards are supposed 
to have been stuck up by the soldiers and subal- 
terns, among whom there was a general discontent. 
Patrols were constantly employed in parading the 
streets, in order to take down these placards. 

Recent news from the south sea—from the same 
source.—By a gentleman lately arrived from Guay- 
aquil and Panama, I[ am informed by him, in person, 
that the army of Chili, in July last, disembarked at 
Arica in lat. 18, 25, s. to unite themselves to the 
powerful armies of Buenos Ayres, which had al- 
ready entered the kingdom of Peru; and that the 
royalist army in said province had capitulated to 
_ the patriots—and that in consequence of this glori- 
ous triumph, all the armies were on their their 
march for Lima. Cusco, the former capital of that 
kingdom, had already become independent, which 
excited great alarm in Lima, its medern capital, 
which it is generally believed here, must have fal- 
len long since. The ports of Lima and Guayaquil, 
are strictly blockaded by the patriots,who it is said, 
have upwards of 80 vessels of war: among which are 
frigates, brigs and other smaller craft. Not a sin- 
gle vessel has arrived from Lima to Panama since 
September, and it is positively believed that the 
im:ensely lucrative commerce which has been car- 
ried on between this island and the Pacific ocean, 
has now drawn to a close, for the independent arm- 
ed vessels have even appeared in front of Panama 
on the 24th of October; and it is supposed that the 
patriot flag will float in triumph from cape Horn to 
ihe northernmost point in Venezuela, within the 
space of six -months. 


From the London Gazette, November 29. 
PROCLAMATION. 

GronGE Pp. R.— Whereas there unhappily subsists 
a state of warfare between his Catholic majesty and 
divers provinces or parts of provinces in Spanish 
Ameriga: and whereas it has been represented to 
us, that many of our subjects have, without our 
leave or license, enlisted or entered themselves to 
serve in the military forces or ships of war raised 
or set forth, or intended to be raised or set forth, 
by the persons exercising or assuming to exercise 
the powers of government in such provinces or 
parts of provinces, and that divers others of our 
subjects are about in Jike manner to enter and en. 
list themselves; and whereas such practices are 
highly prejudicial to and tend to endanger the 
peace and welfare of our crown and domiuions: we 
do therefore, hereby, and with the advice of our 
privy council, strictly charge and command all and 
every of our natural-bora subjects, of what degree 
or quality soever, not to serve in any such military 
fo-ces or ships of war as aforesaid, and not to enlist 
or enter themselves to serve therein, and not to gu 
beyond the seas or embark, in order to serve, or 
with intent to enter or enlist themselves to serve 
in sueh military forces or ships of war: and it is at 
the same time our royal will and pleasure, and we | 








do, by and with the advice aforesaid, here. -lso 
strictly charge and command all and every of our 
said subjects not to serve or enlist, or enter them- 
selves to serve in any of the military forces or -hips 
of war raised or set forth, or to be raised or set forth, 
by his Catholie majesty, and not to go beyond the 
seas, or embark, in order, or to the intent to serve, or 
or enter, or enlist themselves, to serve in such mili- 
tary forces or ships of war: it is nevertheless our roy- 
al will and pleasure, that nothing herein contained 
shall be deemed or taken to prohibit any of our sub- 
jects whoare engaged at the time of the date of this 
our proclamation in serving in the military forces of 
his Catholic majesty with our leave or license, from 
continuing to serve therein, provided that such 
our said subjects do net serve with the military 
forces of his Catholic majesty when employed in 
Spanish America: and we do Lereby, by and with 
the advice aforesaid, strictly require all our said 
su'jects duly to conform to our commands herein 
contained, under pain of our highest displeasure, 
and the utmost forfeitures, and penalties, and pu- 
—— to which by law they will otherwise be 
iable. 

Given at our court at Brighton, the 27th day of 
November, 1817, and in the 58th year of our reign. 
GOD SAVE THE KING. 

New York, Jan. 26.—A letter received in this 
city from Havana mentions that the new corvette 
Spanish ship——, formerly the General Scott, of 
about $2 guns, which recently sailed from that port 
manned with a Spanish crew, to convoy some mer- 
chant vessels to Porto Rico, and thence proceed to 
Porto Cavello, has been taken, with the whole of 
her convoy, by a patriot privateer'—The letter 
states that at the first fire from the privateer, the 
crew of the corvette all deserted their quarters, 
and she was taken by boarding. 
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CHRONICLE.. 


In closing the pages of this sheet, the editor is sin 
cerely mortified at the omission of many things in type 
—but there ts no help for it now, and he would also 
feel much at a loss what totake out, if he could do it. 


The crop of cotton turns out better than was 
expected. A Savannah paper of the 16th instant, 
Says that prime cotton was sold in that city the pre- 
ceeding day, for 23 cents. 

A proposition is before the legislature of Massa- 
chusetts to change the names of the days of the 
week, by &ixing their legal names as at present 
used by the seciety of Friends or Quakers—first- 
day, second-day, &c. Why not as well also alter 
the names of the months? 

Flour. 538,271 barrels of flour were imported 
into Liverpool from the United Siates, from the Lst 
of Jan. tothe 6th December 1817. 

Important/‘—The Elector of Hesse Cassel has or- 
dered that all his troops shall wear queues exactly 
fifteen inches long—the sergeants are to carry 
measures, which they are frequently to apply, for 
the good of the service! 

It has been decreed, that the Jews shall not hold 
any real estate in Mecklenburg-Schwerin and Meck- 
lenburg-Strelitz. This is “restoration.” 

The number of Jews in the world has been esti- 
mated at 6,598,000; two-thirds of whom are in the 
Maho;nmedan states. 

The daily consumption of coals in London for 
producing Gas, amounts to 28 chaldrons, by which 
76,000 lights are supplied, each equal to the light 
of six candles. 
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Certain spirited citizens of Putnam county, 
Georgia, have given public notice that they will 
prosecute all violations of the law to prevent the 
introduction of slaves into that state. 

A barge, carrying two hundred tons of flour, fish, 
* &e. lately sailed from Cineinnatti for New-Orleans. 

Richard M. Crain, esq. has been elected treasu- 
rer of Pennsylvania, vice Mr. Findlay, elected 
governor. For Mr. Crain 96 votes—for Mr. Brady 
14. 

Speaking of the new Fregch settlement on the 
Mobile, the London Traveller remarks—“This is 
one of the most extraordinary speculations ever 
known even in America, fertile as it is in spirited 
adventures. It cannot fail that such a colony, plant- 
ed in such a situation, must produce singular ad- 
vantages to the American states, as well as to thie 
settlers themselves.” 


One of the “Chapin Oxen” so called, was lately]; 


killed at Boston—his meax, hide and tallow weigh. 
ed 1994 /bs. 

Com. Shaw, on retiring from the command of 
the frigate United States, was very handsomely 
complimented by the officers for hiy conduct to 
them—and he, in return, expressed the satisfaction 
he had felt in the correct and orderly proceedings 
of the officers and ship’s company, generally— 
among whom a good understanding appears to have 
constantly existed. 

Banks.—About “twenty or thirty’? new banks 
are spoken of in the states of Kentucky and Ten. 
nessee. 
ness. 

Kidnapping and dealing in men. Two famous tra- 
ders in men, named Bradly and Nolen, carrying a 
number of negroes to market, several of which are 
supposed to have been freemen, have been justly 
put to death by them, on their passage to New-Or- 
leans. 

Geographical mistake. A writer in the ‘Pittsburg 
Common wealth,” giving his “thoughts on the ac- 


tual depression of our domestic manufactures,” at- |: 


tributes the depression in part to the negligence 
of the custom house officers, wlio do not use the! 
needful exertion to prevent smuggling. That those, 
means are not used is very certain; but the fault} 
lies more at the door of Congress. Hall, than at that! 
of the custom house. ‘The fact as stated by the wri-! 
ter of certain smugglings he knew of when he ar- 
rived at Baltimore from Liverpool, had better been 
made known to the collector of the port at the 
time, than now published in a distant newspaper — 
And besides, when he says that on the vessel’s ar- 
rival at the mouth of “E/k river,” the captain pro- 
ceeded with his boat to “Fell’s point” laden with 
valu able goods, the whole narrative appears liable 
to a discredit; for one would think that even if he 
never had been at Baltimore he ought to have known 
that this city is not located uponor near to the “Elk 
river.” 

The Baltimore inspections for the quarter ending 
on the Sist ult. return—114,9206d!s. wheat flour; 
4310 haifdo. do. 212U0d/s. rye; 298 casks of Indian; 








4U31bbis. beef; 215864/s. pork; 783556/s. herrings; ! 


92U large casks of domestic liquors; 48526/s. dit- 
to, &c. 

Declaration of Ind: pendence. A\l our readers 
will recollect that Mr. Binns,of Philadelphia,issued 
proposals in 1815 for publishing a splendid edition 
ofthe Declaration of Ladependence. From the de- 
lay, many, perhaps, have thought that the design 
was abandoned. The contrary is the case—it is 
prosecuted with the utmost vigor that is consis- 


There will be a dreadful end to this busi-! 


the first rate artists are employed on the plate, and 
it will be finished as soon as it can be done in the 
very superior style desired by the publisher and 
the engravers employed upon it. A little delay is 
of no importance—it is only to he wished that 
when it is published it shall meet the public 
expectation, and be suitable td its own dignity. 


Bills of rwortahty—Richmond, Va. 1817. Males 
112; females 80—total 192, greatest number of 
deaths in July, 25; least. in March, 7. Diseases— 
Bowel complaint and teething 28; debility 46; con- 
sumption 17; various fevers 24; still born 11; ac- 
cidental 10, &c. 59 of those who died were under 
one year, and 20 above 50 years old. 


Died, lately, at Sag Harbor, capt. Elisha Prior, 
aged 72—a soldier of the revolution, who was se- 
verely wounded in the butchery at fort Griswold. 
Also, on the 20th ult. on John’s island, near 
Charleston, Dr. Jacob Rush, in the 60th year of his 
age, He was a surgeon on board the Alliance fri- 
gate in the revolutionary war, and also served as a 
lieutenant in the navy, and distinguished himself 
in both stations by his skill and gallantry. He was 
ra ge beloved, and died universally regret- 
ted. 

Also, at Philadelphia, on the 21st inst. Dr. Cas- 
par Wistar, aged 56—a first rate physician and 
professor of anatomy in the university of Pennsy}- 
vania. He has long been famous in the medical 
world, and was exceedingly well versed in the sci- 
ences generally. His decease is a public calamity. 

Also, at Utica, N. Y. col. Benjamin Walker, a 
soldier of the revolution, aid de-camp to Baron 
Steuben, and friend of Washington. 


GEORGETOWN, cor. This beautiful town is rapid. 
ly increasing in inhabitants. A census just taken 
gives usa population of 5,078 white, and 2,310 
colored persons—total 7,388. Population in 1810, 
4,948— increase in 7 years 2,440; or at the rate of 
50 per cent. 

UNITED STATES BANK. 
Board of directors of the bank of the United 


States for 1818: 
By the president. 


William Jones 
¢ Philadelphia 


Pierce Butler 
John Connelly 
George Williams, Baltimore 
Walter Browne, New York 

By the siockiclders, 

Robert Ralston > 
Chandler Price 
Thos. M. Willing | 
John Bohlen 
Thomas Leiper 
Cadwallader Evans, jr. 
Samuel Wetherill 
Thomas M‘Euen 
John Savage 
John Goddard 
James C. Fisher 
John Sergeant 
John Coulter 
Joshua Lippincott 
John Lisle J 
John Bolton, Savannah 
John Donnel, alti 
Dennis A. Smith § Baltimore. 
Nathl. Prince, New York 
Henry Clay, Lexington, Ky. 

Those initalics are new members. 

Boxing, &c. Acertain Jumes Crid fis it the 


> Philadelphis 











tent with the desired perfection of its performance; 
Vou. XT ——25. 





“champion of England?’”} gives public notice ina 
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Philadelphia paper that he will ‘box or sqguob any 
man inthe city for 500 or 1000 dollars.” We 
hope that some body may whip him, “for fun,” into 
better manners. We are not yet refined enough to 
fight for money. 

TERRIBLE. It is ssserted in the DelawareGazette, 
that of about eleven hundred passengers, who em- 
barked on board the ship April, captain De Groot, 
at Amsterdam, which vessel is now lying at New- 
Castle, about five hundred died, many of them be- 
fore they departed from Europe. Such as were 
unable to advance the money for their passage, 


who survive, are still detained on board in the} 


most deplorable condition, several of whom are 
children, who have lost their parents on the vay- 
age. 

Tas Detty.—From the thanksgiving proclamation 
of the governor of Vermont.—“The being of a Gon is 
written as with a sunbeam on the face of nature.— 
The heavens bear the impress of h's fingers, and 
earth the footsteps of his power: the rise and fall 
ofkings and kingdoms, empires and republics, na- 
tions’ and individuals, are but his smiles and 
his frowns. On those we live, at these we die,— 
The sacred scriptures are a display of his perfec- 
tions, the signet of his sovereignty, and history of 
his love. Hence, to dispute his existence, com- 
pletes the climax of folly. To refuse him reve- 
rence and honor is the height of presumption. To 
withhold from him obedience and affection, is the 
extreme of ingratitude.” 

AGricuLrurE.—The Democratic Press says—We 
are gratified to hear that the Philadelphia Agricul- 
tural Society have come to a determination to pur- 
chase a piece of land and cultivate it on the most 
improved principles of agriculture asa Pattern 
Farm, where the young shall be instructed, and the 
more experienced be shewn the advantages of all 
the yarious improvements in agriculture. We un- 
cerstand that at the society’s dinner yesterday the 
sim of 2,000 dollars was subscribed for the above 
purpose. 

Successful and novel speculation,—We have it 
from good authority, that a gentleman in New 
York shipped 15,000 bbls. of apples te Europe last 
fall; and that they sold at Liverpool at an average 
price of three guineas per bb].—.4/b. Argus. 

Law INTELLIGErce. At the term of the supreme 
court now sitting at Albany the great case of Gris- 
wold vs. Waddington, was determined in favor of 
the latter. It was the unanimous opinion of the 
court, that a state of war between two countries, 
dissolves all partnerships previously subsisting be-, 
tween individuals belonging respectively to each— 
‘This is a leading case, and involves property to the 
amount of more than a hundred thousand dollars. 

[M Y. Ev. Post. 

St. Louis, Dec. 13.—We have received informa- 
tion from Lawrence county, that the attack on the 
Osages by the confederate Indians has been more 
decisive than those conflicts which usually take 

place in their warfare. The Osages had removed 
from the neighborhood of Earhart’s Saline towards 
their villages, where their Parthian mode of fight- 
ing could have mare effect. They were, however, 
driven off the plain, leaving on the ground a num- 
per of dead and wounded and several horses. It 
is not stated that the Cherokees and their allies 
intend to follow up the blow. 
COLONIZATION SOCIETY. 

Tha society for colonizing the free people of color, 

held its anniversary on the Ist inst. at Washington 


Bushrod Washington was unanimously elected 
president. | 
Vice Presidents. 
William H. Crawford, of Georgia. 
Henry Clay, of Kentucky. 
William Phillips, of Massachusetts, 
Henry Rutgers, of New York. 
John E. Howard, 
Samuel Smith, 
John C. Herbert, 
John Taylor, of Caroline, Virginia. 
Gen. Andrew Jackson, of Tennessee, 
Robert Ralston, cP Kouas 
Richard Rush, g ere ae 
Gen. John Mason, District of Columbia. 
Samuel Bayard, New Jersey. 
-‘Wanagers. 

Benjamin G. Orr, 
John Peter, 
Edmund J. Lee, 
William Thornton, 


of Maryland. 


Francis S. Key, 
Walter Jones, 
John Laird, 
Rev. Dr. Jas. Laurie, 
Rev, Stephen B. Balch, Wm. H. Fitzhugh, 
Rev. Obad. B. Brown, Henry Carroll. 
E, B. Caldwell, secretary. 
John G. M’Donald, recording secretary. 
Navid English, treasurer. 








Public Education. 


In the senate of Pennsylvania, Dec. 11. Mr. Reed, 
of Westmoreland, from the committee of educa- 
cation, made report, which was read as follows, to 
wit: 

Ina government where the public are the foun- 
tain of all power, a general diffusion of knowledge 
is essential to a proper and permanent exercise of 
it. The benign influence of religion, which forms 
the basis of every good government, if unsupport- 
ed by an improvement of the noble faculties of mind 
with which the Creator has endowed the creature, 
will be but partially felt in society. And those 
moral principles which dictate the reciprocal du- 
ties of individuals, grow in strength, in the same 
ratio with the progress of learning and civilization. 
_ The system of representative government pre- 
supposes an ability in the constituent to direct and 
control his agent, from which it is anticipated that 
the desire of the people may be always effectuated 
through their representatives. But if through in- 
attention or for want of competent intelligence, the 
people are unable to judge of the measures best 
calculated to promote their happiness and prosperi- 
ty, the spirit of representation is lost.— And although 
the form may be preserved, yet an inability in the 
public ta sanction or disapprove the measures of 
their agents, converts them from representatives to 
aristacrats, and thus the vital principles of our 
constitution virtually become obsolete. How es- 
sentially important is it therefore for the repre- 
sentative to suggest, and the constituent to embrace 
every reasonable means of intellectual improve- 
ment. The wise framers of the constitution of this 
commonwealth were aware of its importance, and 
erjoined it onthe legislature to “provide for the 
establishment of schools throughout the state, and 
in such manner that the poor might be taught gra- 
tis,” and that “‘the arts and sciences should be pro- 
moted in one or more seminaries of learning,”— 
The general dissemination of useful learning, is of 
more interest to the state than the promotion of 
‘tarts and sciences;” yet the latter has imperious 
claims to liberal attention. 

The extent of the permanent revenue of the state 
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its means, a general system of education. Besides 
the difficulty of procuring an education at all, there 
are various evils of most pernicious tendency exist- 
ing in the manner of educating youth at present in 
Pennslyvania. The incdOmpetency of teachers is 
among the first. This proceeds from two causes. 
From the want of a board of inquiry to ascertain 
and pass upon the qualifications of applicants for 
employment in every county, and from the inability 
in many parts of the state from the scattered con- 
dition of the population to afford a competent sa- 


lary. From these causes persons totally unqualifi- 


ed, assume the task of teaching, from which the 
profession is injured in its reputation, and persons 
who are capable, become unwilling to be associated 
inthe same employment The profession of teach- 
ing would be restored to arespectable standing by 
appointing a test for the committee of teachers, and 
by offering some pecuniary inducements under pro- 
per reguiations out of the state funds. The com- 
mittee submit the following plan. 

1. That the respective courts of common pleas 
in the several counties in this commonwealth, at 
their first term in every year, or at any subsequent 
term when occasion may require, shall appoint five 
competent persons as a board of trustees, who shall 
have authority to examine any teacher who may 
propose to take the superintendance of any school 
in any such county, for the instructing of youth in 
reading, writing, arithmetick and grammar, in 
English or German; and if tue said trustees, ora 
majority of them, upon such examination shall ap. 
prove of such applicant, they shall certify that suc 
person is competent to discharge the duties of a 
teacher. 

2. If any such teacher shall produce a certificate 
from a majority of his subscribers to said board of 
trustees, of having diligently taught a school con- 
sisting of at least pupils for months in any 
term of twelve, the said trustees or a majority of 
them shall draw their warrant in his favor on the 
state treasurer for dollars. 

3. That cities, towns and counties embracing one 
hundred families within a mile square, shall not be 
embraced within the above provisions. But in all 
schools under approved teachers there shall be ad- 
mitted any number of poor children not exceeding 

in any one, to be paid on warrants drawn as 
above provided. 

Therefore, Resolved, Thata committee be ap- 
pointed to bring in a bill embracing the above prin- 
ciples, 








District of Columbia. 


TREASURY DEPARTMENT, 27th December, 1817. 
Str—In obedience to the resolution of the house 
of representatives of the 19th inst. directing the 
secretary of the the treasury to lay before the house 
a statement of the amount ofreceipts into the trea- 
sury, from imports, internal taxes, and other sour 
ces of revenue within the district of Columbia, spe- 
cifying the sum received in each year, since the as- 
sumption of the jurisdiction by congress in 1801; 
also a statement of the amount of registered tonnage 
employed in the carriage of goods, wares and mer- 
chandise, 3n the foreign and coasting trade of the 
district, L have the honor to submit two statements 
from the register of the treasury, which contain the 
information required. 

I have the honor to be, your most obedient ser- 
vant, WM. H. CRAWFORD. 
Hon. Henry Clay, 

speaker of the house cf reprensentatiner 


A statement of the net amount of duties arising from 
imports, internal taxes, and other sources of revenue 
within the District of Columbia, specifying the 
amount in each year, since the assumption of the 
jurisdiction by congress in 1801. 
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1817, amounted to $52,985 11. 
JOSEPH NOURSE, Register. 
Treasury Department, 
Register’s office, 27ih December, 1817. 





Statement of the registered, enrolled and licensed ton- 
nuge of the District of Columbia, on the 31st Dec. 
of each year, from 1801 to 1816, inclusive. 

















© 
5 
G2 
pa 
<7) 
os s 
> > 
-~ 
i 
ladon en ee ee 
eRe Me Mc-e-Mo-Me-Me-Me-Me-Be-Me-Bo-Mo-Mo-E--) 
= eet et pee et ee CO OOOO COO Oo 
Arkh UWUNKCHOANAGERDH= 
_ _ me 
oi tt DD LON SON ARNAPONASAS | AF O 
NNO WADREUNANMAROTLOS |] ZF mT, 
ReoODOSC=—OnhOe eRe BNF | FS | 
WOGNDMACAONNUCER A. Yo co 
ONVUAAWHRROWOOHRONNG ] * OR 
BPIOAROIN AON WOODS 32 
ht ; =: = 
FFL LRANGAAAALS PS PASS | 28 5 
CANSSOOH WOR OOWOruUAg | IB9 2 
SNNSWWNUIAN DOK DD OOn Pnan = 
NPNORNUUN OR DOWNOO woo > 
SOUR WUNUN ARE DOSMUL! NE ™A 
Ame aMAOURAoOeRNUNONeKHad . 
> 3 ¢ 
orn oMO_ 
Ss 
— Z 
ee OO Bh ell cell cell eel eee el col ee ee ee nd re) 
Cr MANN ELANNNWENS WS ° 
ANORAWDABDRONENHWOCA Ss os 
OumvoouwRh SWI COWORAN=® > 
EB AROCWM AU OAS DAO ™ 
SCNONNNEANYWHNRAMHE G 
SUNN KF UNNONAWVYUHANWS 








(a)Stated by estimate. 
JOSEPH NOURSE, Reeister. 





Treasury Department, 
| Reeteter’s office, December 27, 1817. 





Nork.— The internal duties tor two quarters of 
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Legislature of Virginia. 
Thursday, Dec. 18.—The speaker laid before the 
house the following communication from the go- 
vernor: 
Council chamber, Dec. 16, 1817. 

Sin—I have the honor of communicating through 
you to the house of delegates the enclosed answer 
trom James Madison, late president of the United 
States, that it may appear that I have complied with 
the resolution, passed on the 22d of last February, 
by the general assembly. 

Lam, with great respect, your obedient servant, 

| Ji MES P. PRESTON. 
The hon. the speaker of the hows: of delegates. 





Council chamber, Feb. 28, 1817. 

Sir—By a resolution of the general assembly 
of Virginia, it becomes the duty of the govern- 
or to ivansmit to you the enclosed yaledictory ad- 
dress. 

in the discharge of this duty it is natural for me 
toreflect on the astonishing contrast which this mo- 
ment presents, compared with the eventful period 
of your administration. For a time our commerce 
was annihilated, our sacred rights abused, invaded 
and destroyed, our citizens impressed, and held in 
bleeding bondage, and even our national sovereign. 
ty insulted and despised. Vow we are remunerat- 
ed by an overwhelming commerce, our rights invio- 


late, our citizens free and happy, respected at home | 
and abroad, and our national character glorious- | 


ly exalted. That you should have occupied the high- 
est station, and presided over the union during 
this wonderful march of national prosperity and 


glory, can never cease to afford you the highest 


gratification. There is not a citizen, or soldier, or 
sailor, who by his devotion to his country has con- 
tributed in the smallest degree to this happy era, 
who will not hereafter repose upon the retrospect 
with joy and delight. 

In this renewed evidence of approbution from the 
general assembly of Virginia in behalf of the good 
people of your native state, at the close of your pub- 


lic labors, which so happily terminates an adminis- 


tration that was environed with all the difficulties 
of an untried government, a want of unanimity in the 
public councils, embarrassed finances, and a war 
with a powerful people, who disregarded the max- 
ims of civilized nations—under all these circum- 
stances, ihis testimony of approbation, next to an 
approving conscience, must be to a public servant 
the best reward and highest consolation: and that 
you may long live to enjoy it uninterruptedly is the 
sincere wish of your obedient, humble servant, 
JAMES P. PRESTON. 
Fis excel’ency James Madison, 
President of the United States. 





Washington, March 1st, 1817. 
Dear Sin—Having received through you, the ad- 


id 


—— 


reward so dear to honorable and virtuous minds, 
which you have received for the part you bore in 
them, in the suffrages which elevated you to the 
important station which you fill. 
Be pleased to accept assurances of my esteem 
and cordial respect, JAMES MADISON. 
Governor Preston. 





Washington, March 1st, 1817. 
TO THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF VIRGINIA. 

I have received, fellow citizens, from governor 
Preston, your address of the 22d ultimo. ‘The sen- 
timents which it conveys, are particularly endeared 
to me, as being those ofa state with which I am 
connected by the ties of my birth, and of my home, 
and by the recollections of its confidence and par- 
uality, commencing at an early stage of my life, and 
continued under different public manifestations, to 
the moment of my final return to a station of a pri- 
vate citizen. The language of the address derives 
a further value from the high character whic!, the 
state of Virginia has justly acquired by its uniform 
devotion to free government, and by a constancy 
and zeal in maintaining the national rights, which 
no sufferings or sacrifices could impair. Nor can I 
_be insensible to the consideration, that this expres. 
| sion of kindness and approbation, comes at the clos¢ 
| of my public career, through a period of uncommon 
| difficulties and embarrassments. 

A candid review of the entire period, of which 
\that made a part, will always do justice to the 





icourse of policy, which, under peculiar circum- 


.stances not likely to recur, was sanctioned by the 
‘national voice, and pursued by the national coun- 
icils. The review will show that the obstinate 
|rivalship of powerful nations in trampling on our 
dearest rights and dearest interests, left no option 
but between resistance and degradation; that a love 
of peace and a hope of justice, selected every mode 
of resistance short of war, in preference to war; 
that although the appeals made to the commercial 
interesis and the mutual jealousies of the contend- 
ing parties was, at length,not without effect in pro- 
ducing a relinquishment of the aggressive system, 
even by the power against which war was declar- 
ed, and before the declaration; yet the relinquish- 
ment was at too late a day to prevent the war; 
that it is strictly true, therefore, that this last re- 
sort was not made, until the last hope had been 
extinguished, that a prostration of the national 
character and of the national rights, could be 
otherwise avoided. It is onrecord also, that not a 
| moment was lost after the sword was drawn in o- 
| pening the way to reconciliation; nor an opportunity 
|permitted, by self respect, untried, till it was at 
‘length restored to the scabbard where it now hap- 
| pily remains. 

| On the prosperous condition of our country, which 
ihas sueceeded a conflict, rendered peculiarly se- 
vere, and peculiarly glorious, by contingent events 
as flattering to our adversaries, as they were un- 





dress of the generri assembly of Virginia, of Fe- | looked for by either party, I cordially unite in your 
bruary 10th, i have to request that you will take | congratulations; as well in the hope tlmt all the 
charge of the enclosed answer to it. I must ten-! lessons afforded by the past, may contribute to the 
der you my acknowledgements at the same time, | future security and increase of the biessings we 
for the friendly and flattering manner, in which | now enjoy. 

you have fulfilled the resolution of the general as: | Through the remaining days of a life hitherto 
sembly. | employed, with little intermission, in the public 


I should express my feelings very imperfectly, if{ service, which you so much over value, my heart 
in recurring to the events which led to the present! will cherish the affectionate sentiments which the 
enviable condition of our country, I did not avow| representatives of my native state have addressed 
my admiration and profound gratitude for that se-! me; and will offer its fervent prayers for the pub- 
ries of brilliant achievements which distinguish the | lic prosperity and individual happiness of its cit! 
American arms; and offer my congratulations on the | zens. 


JAMES MADISON 





oe 


ERR ory 


